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Day 1 
April 4 

 

Pray | Thank God for the gift of grace, naming you guiltless in him. 
 
“I ALWAYS THANK my God for you. . . .” Imagine the feelings you have 
toward a very close friend or family member for whom you are thankful. 
Paul’s heart is overflowing in much the same way toward the church in 
Corinth, which is connected deeply to him by a love for God.  
 
Paul opens his letter with tenderness toward the Corinthians, lifting them 
up and encouraging them, all the while praising God and keeping God at 
the focal point.  
 
As you read the passage, note how Paul mentions Jesus eight times, not 
including the multiple mentions of “God.” Clearly Jesus is who is on 
Paul’s heart and mind. Paul is clearly enraptured by how God’s grace 
(their undeserved and his freely-given kindness) has transformed these 
people and continues to work in them. Paul believes that the 
transforming power of Jesus, which is at work in them, will continue to 
work in them, to grow them, to enrich them, and to fulfill his plan for 
them in the future. They must be reminded to keep their eyes on Jesus. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Where does Jesus fit into the focal point of your life each and every day 
that inspires you and motivates you to do both the mundane to the 
extraordinary? 
 
If or when Jesus has been at the center of your life and everything you do, 
what happens to the other issues that you encounter, both big and small? 
 
What work of God’s in your life in the past seems to have gone 
unfinished or forgotten that you would like to talk with him about 
picking up and working on again? 
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Day 2 
April 5 

 

 

Pray | Thank God that he gives gifts to each and every one of us. 
 
HAVE YOU EVER heard or used the phrase “Can’t we all just get 
along?” Paul takes a similar stance to quarrels within the church of 
Corinth while also reminding the bickering Corinthians of whom and 
what the point is they are missing.  
 
You will see in today’s passage that even though the church of Corinth 
was still a fresh, baby church, squabbles and bickering had distracted 
them from keeping their eyes on the prize of Jesus, which had brought 
them together in the first place. Paul’s response is to back out of the 
argument and remind them that he and any other follower of Jesus are 
just that—followers of Jesus, doing his work. 
 
In this passage, Paul points to the fact that it is all about the Cross. Any 
person whom God has called is given what is necessary to spread the 
news of the powerful Cross, not just Paul, Cephas, or Apollos. 
 

 
Read | 1 Corinthians 1:10–17 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
What kinds of denominational or “religious” squabbles have you been a 
part of, and what do you imagine Paul would have to say about them? 
 
When have you negatively contrasted yourself with someone else and 
seen yourself as less or more because of your background, upbringing, or 
standing? 
 
What distractions, however noble, keep you from focusing on Jesus and 
his work in your life? 
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Day 3 
April 6 

 

 

Pray | Ask God for a deeper understanding of his message. 
 
“IT’S ALL ABOUT the true God confronting the world of posturing, 
power and prestige, and overthrowing it in order to set up his own 
kingdom, a kingdom in which the weak and the foolish find themselves 
just as welcome as the strong and the wise, if not more so.”1 — N.T. 
Wright 
 
The message of Christ is a very different sort of seemingly backward 
message that was difficult for the Corinthians to grasp. It makes no 
logical, worldly sense. But the more we get to know and understand 
Jesus on a personal level, the more it makes sense.  
 
Jesus points out that not everyone hears a message and has the eyes to 
see and the ears to hear its true meaning. But the gift of understanding is 
geared toward everyone, not just the rich, the elite, the wise. Paul’s job is 
to tell the story and point the Corinthians and us in the direction of Jesus 
and the Cross. From there the Cross and its power takes over, and the 
Holy Spirit opens our eyes and ears. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 1:18–25
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
Think of some ways in which the gospel message seems foolish or 
confusing to you. Spend some time asking God to reveal the message to 
you, and look to the Bible, church leadership, or other resources to help 
point you toward the Cross. 
 
Reread the quote from N. T. Wright at the beginning of today’s study. 
When you compare and contrast the way of the world with God’s 
message that welcomes the weak and strong, the foolish and wise, how 
does that affect your way of life? 
 
Think about the different times you have been exposed to the gospel 
message and the fact that some of those times were more powerful than 
others. How have you felt the power of the Cross pull you toward it, 
regardless of the delivery? 
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Day 4 
April 7 

 

 

Pray | Praise God for your access to the character traits of Jesus. 
 
MANY OF JESUS’ followers and disciples were peasants and fisherman 
from small towns with very little status and influence. Jesus himself was 
born in a stable and spent the first few years of his life as a refugee, then 
learned the carpenter’s trade. Many of his close followers had nothing in 
and of themselves to boast about, which made them ripe for God to work 
in. 
 
In today’s passage, Paul quotes Jeremiah, who says that if we are to boast, 
we are to boast in understanding and knowing God’s steadfast love, 
justice, and righteousness—his wisdom. We will boast in, trade on, and 
pursue whatever we see as most valuable. Paul cautions against chasing 
after the things of the world and encourages the pursuit of God’s wisdom. 
In God’s wisdom and sanctification, all of Jesus’ qualities are at our 
disposal, which is the only thing worth boasting in! 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
Unlike many of Jesus’ first followers, most of us in America do have 
some influence or earthly worth that we may be tempted to draw from. 
When are you tempted to clamor for earthly status rather than letting 
your worth in God be where your value lies? 
 
When do you give credit to Jesus for who you are, and when do you give 
yourself credit? 
 
Thinking of the character traits of Jesus that you esteem the most highly 
and perhaps feel are out of your reach, how can you pursue a deeper 
understanding of them and purpose to grow in them in your own life? 
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Day 5 
April 8 

 

 

Pray | Thank God for using you, even in all your weakness and fear. 
 
THE TRUTH OF the gospel is powerful and transformative by itself, 
apart from any influence or eloquence with which we may or may not 
deliver it. 
 
Paul’s heart, as we have seen in this week’s passages, is oriented solely 
toward Jesus and his work in the Corinthians. He reiterates here that he 
has determined to keep his attention on Jesus the Messiah and the 
crucifixion. 
 
Paul also calls out and admits to his own fear and trepidation in coming 
to Corinth to proclaim the news of Jesus. He overcame his fear by 
recognizing the power of the Holy Spirit. His job is to do his best and let 
God do the rest. Paul is not looking to persuade or convince, but to tell a 
story that has its own power: the power to transform hearts and bring 
healing. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 2:1–5 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Paul not only was afraid, but he was willing to openly admit his fear. And 
despite this fear, the Holy Spirit was transforming lives. When have you 
been reluctant to share the gospel or your own story of transformation 
out of fear of your own weakness? 
 
We have probably all made poor purchase decisions when being “sold” 
by an eloquent, persuasive salesman. After some time we begin to realize 
that the product or service we were convinced was so amazing actually 
isn’t. We may try to return the item, cancel the transaction, or even 
declare its failure to others and become detractors to it. There is a 
difference between an effective salesperson and an effective product or 
service. How does this relate to today’s passage? 
 
In our culture and in your life, what is the difference between trying to 
verbally persuade someone of the truth of the gospel and pointing them 
in its direction and letting its power transform them? 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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