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Day 1 
July 4 

 

Pray | Give glory and praise to God for his awesome presence. 
 
GOD’S GLORY, not my glory. 
 
Today’s passage focuses on two spiritual gifts: speaking in tongues and 
prophecy. While emphasizing that both are important gifts, Paul makes 
the point that prophecy is something that builds up the entire body of 
Christ, while speaking in tongues is more about building up self. Public 
speaking in tongues, without interpretation, can cause confusion and 
actually break down the body of Christ. This appears to have been an 
ongoing problem in Corinth. 
 
As followers of Jesus Christ, we always need to be evaluating the impact 
of our actions on the body of Christ and the mission of the church of 
Jesus Christ in the world. In every case, God’s glory needs to trump our 
desires for security, comfort and status—self glory. This may be the 
greatest challenge that we all face in our affluent Western society. What 
are your spending habits telling you? 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 14:1–5 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Paul transitions into 1 Corinthians 14 by connecting the focus of the 
previous chapter (love) with the pursuit of spiritual gifts. How does love 
motivate your efforts to use your spiritual gift(s) for God’s glory? 
 
The gift of prophecy involves listening for God’s revelation of truth and 
then sharing that revelation with others. God Word reveals his truths to 
all of us, and we are all called to share these truths with others. Where 
are you sharing God’s revealed truth with others? 
 
Consider your use/consumption of all the gifts and resources that God 
has given you: time, talents, and money, as well as spiritual gifts. What 
does the balance look like? Are they largely used for God’s glory or your 
own glory? 
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Day 2 
July 5 

 

 

Pray | Praise God for his church. Plead for its effectiveness. 
 
GODLY WORSHIP MUST clearly reveal God’s nature to all. 
 
Have you ever joined a new organization and found they have a lingo, 
including a bunch of acronyms, completely unique to the organization? It 
can be so frustrating! You’re highly motivated to get connected and start 
adding value, but you simply can’t understand what everyone is talking 
about. What a great feeling of relief and excitement when the people who 
are “in the know” recognize that you are new and the importance of your 
going forward and make the time to translate the lingo for you. 
 
The church body of Jesus Christ is an organization with a lingo of its 
own, with individual churches sometimes having additional lingo. Given 
the eternal significance of the mission of the church, it’s critical those “in 
the know” go out of their way to recognize new people and ensure the 
message they are hearing is God’s truth in an understandable form. 
 

 
Read | 1 Corinthians 14: 6–12 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Are you “in the know” at Five Oaks Church?  If so, what steps can you 
take to better identify new people and ensure they are recognized and 
hearing a message they understand? If not, and you are hearing lingo that 
does not make sense, please take a step of courage and faith and share 
that information with the pastor, someone you trust, or on your 
communication card. 
 
In verse 12 Paul challenges the church in Corinth with their own 
somewhat misguided behavior. He says, “Since you are eager for 
manifestations of the spirit . . .” What “manifestations of the spirit” are 
you using and/or praying for to build up the church? 
 
How can Five Oaks Church, as one church in the body of Jesus Christ, 
do more to bring the clear gospel of Jesus Christ to our community? 
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Day 3 
July 6 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to transform every part of you, heart, mind and spirit. 
 
YOU BECOME LIKE what you worship. 
 
There’s something so rewarding about being part of a highly effective 
team. Whether it’s at work, church, or school, when a team of people is 
working well together, it’s powerful. The key is having a clear vision for 
what needs to get done and why it needs to get done. If team members 
understand the what (mind) and passionately buys into the why (heart), 
there’s not much that will stop them. You need both. 
 
In the same way, Paul says it’s not enough for the church to just engage 
the spirit of the members. God created humans in his image—an amazing 
and incomprehensible mix of intellect, emotion, and spiritual awareness. 
When all of these dimensions are engaged in balance, the church will be 
most effective, and others will be drawn in. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 14:13–19
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
How does the story of God—the gospel pointing to Jesus throughout the 
Bible—stimulate your mind, your heart, and your spirit? 
 
When sharing the story of God with others, how do you stimulate (or 
engage) their mind, heart and spirit? Is it important to engage all three 
right away? 
 
How does the worship service and the overall ministry of Five Oaks 
Church stimulate your mind, heart, and spirit, as well as for others who 
attend and participate? 
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Day 4 
July 7 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to make you mature in things that matter. 
 
DESIRE MATURITY in godly things and immaturity in evil things. 
 
Because we are complex beings, there are many dimensions to human 
maturity: physical, emotional, intellectual, and spiritual. Family and 
society largely guide how we mature in each of these areas. By dictating 
what leads to success, security, and acceptance, society plays a key role 
in determining where we focus our maturity efforts. 
 
Paul’s words to the Corinthians indicate their society promoted an 
unhealthy level of knowledge of evil things at the expense of maturity of 
thought. We face the same challenge today. Replace the word evil with 
worldly, and perhaps it becomes more real. Entertainment, sports, and 
technology are all examples of worldly things that can easily distract us 
from godly things if we allow them to. Paul’s message is that it’s 
desirable to be naïve about worldly things so that a new focus can be put 
on maturity of thought on godly things. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 14:20–25
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
Knowledge of worldly things is needed for living life here on earth. 
Knowledge of godly things is critical for maximizing the value of your 
life here on earth. How do you properly balance the need to do both? 
 
Historically the word adult was somewhat synonymous with the idea of 
maturity. The word adult has taken on a whole new meaning in our 
society. We see “adult” bookstores and “adult” movies and “adult” 
content on the Web. Contrast the world’s definition of “adult” and 
maturity with the Bible’s. 
 
Paul indicates that prophecy is a sign of maturity of thought and that this 
behavior will result in unbelievers recognizing that “God is really among 
you” (verse 25). How are you intentionally maturing your thinking so 
that you will be able to use the gift of prophecy when God calls you to? 
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Day 5 
July 8 

 

 

Pray | Thank God for revealing his truth to you. 
 
EARNESTLY DESIRE TO share the truth God has revealed to you. 
 
It’s clear from 1 Corinthians 14 that God has given every human being 
the ability to hear truth from God and share that truth with others. We are 
all called to be on a path of continuous learning of godly things in order 
to mature our thinking and maximize the effectiveness of prophecy. Can 
you imagine a church full of people operating at that level? Amazing 
potential! 
 
The potential for reaching people is truly amazing. But the potential for 
confusion, too many people all talking at once, is great as well. Paul’s 
final words of instruction in this chapter speak to this. He calls for 
everything to be done decently and in good order, with a spirit of 
humility and respect for others. Be willing to speak, but also be willing 
to listen and learn. That is an environment that will truly build up the 
church. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 14:26–40 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
How are you building up the church?  
 
Verses 34 and 35 introduce some challenging instruction regarding 
women speaking in church. This is a perfect example of a portion of the 
Bible that requires maturity of thought and revelation from God to truly 
understand. What is your initial reaction to these verses? Is there room 
for more mature thought here? 
 
The format of our formal weekend worship services does not permit 
(encourage) multiple people to prophecy, but God is revealing truths to 
many people throughout those worship services. What are some ways 
you can take the truths revealed to you during those services and share 
them with others? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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