
 
 

To the Church 
in Corinth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DailyLife 
Five Oaks Church 

 
Week 13: July 9–15, 2016 

 
  

 
 



Day 1 
July 11 

 

Pray | Pray that Jesus will be the center of your life today. 
 
A BULL’S EYE . . . the middle of a Tootsie Pop . . . the center of a Juicy 
Lucy . . . the middle of a bell curve or a cinnamon roll . . . good things 
can be found in the middle or center of things. 
 
The passage that we’ll be studying this week is all about the center of the 
gospel. Its focus is on the death and resurrection of Jesus and the 
consequences of believing this truth. 
 
Israel & New Breed’s song “Jesus at the Center” sums up this passage 
well: “Jesus at the center of it all, from beginning to the end it will 
always be, it has always been you, Jesus.”1 
 
Think about what or who is at the center of your life. Is it something or 
someone that has eternal impact? 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 15:1–5 

1. Israel & New Breed, vocal performance of “Jesus at the Center” by Israel Houghton, Micah Massey, and Adam 
Ranney, recorded at Lakewood Church, February 1, 4-5, 2012, on Jesus at the Center: Live, Columbia, 
B0085FS8ME, 2012, 2 compact discs. 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
In verse 1 Paul reminded the church of Corinth of the gospel that had 
been preached to them, the gospel they had received and stand in and are 
being saved by. Consider your relationship with the gospel: do you need 
a reminder of the importance it should have in your life? 
 
Paul delivered to others the gospel that someone else shared with him.  
What have you done or are you currently doing to share God’s story with 
those around you? 
 
Commentator N.T. Wright says, “They [the Corinthians] are in danger of 
forgetting their roots—the roots which they have because they belong to 
the Messiah.”2 A solid structure requires a firm foundation, just as a 
healthy tree needs a good root system What have you built your life on—
the truth of God or the empty promises of our age? 
  

2. N. T. Wright, Paul for Everyone: 1 Corinthians (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003), 203. 
 

3 

                                                 



Day 2 
July 12 

 

 

Pray | Lord, let your grace be enough for today. 
 
TODAY’S PASSAGE BRINGS to mind Chris Tomlin and Matt Maher’s 
song “Your Grace is Enough.” The chorus repeats the phrase “your grace 
is enough for me.”3 Paul begins today’s passage by recounting whom 
Jesus appeared to after his resurrection. Then Paul seems to digress into a 
rabbit trail of his transgressions and shortcomings. He remembers his 
purpose and brings things back to God’s grace as the reason for who he is 
and his purpose. He is sharing that grace with others so they can believe 
is his goal. 
 
Consider what enough is. What is at the core or center of your life? Be 
honest. What or whom do you rely on, and what motivates you to do 
what you do every day? When you are at your wit’s end, where do you 
turn? Is God’s grace your strength—and is it enough for you? 
 

 
Read | 1 Corinthians 15:6–11 

3. Chris Tomlin, vocal performance of “Your Grace Is Enough” by Chris Tomlin and Matt Maher on Arriving, Six 
Steps/Sparrow Records, B00HAPUKIA, 2004, compact disc. 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 15:8–9, Paul seems to be a little down on himself. He 
refers to himself as unworthy and the least of the apostles because of his 
persecution of the church. Then he turns things around and says he is 
what he is by the grace of God. Examine your self-talk. Do you give God 
credit for the mighty work his grace has done in your life? 
 
Paul brings things to a great conclusion in verse 11: “so we preach and so 
you believed.” The first part of the verse is key: It doesn’t matter who 
gets the credit for sharing the good news of Jesus. The important thing is 
that it is shared. Are you focusing on things that have eternal value, such 
as sharing God’s story with others? 
 
A major focus of this passage is the grace of God and how it makes us 
what we are and enables us to live up to our God-given potential. What 
has God’s grace freed you from or enabled you to do? 
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Day 3 
July 13 

 

 

Pray | Help me to trust in the core of the gospel. 
 
We live on the surface of the Earth. Deep beneath the surface is the core, 
and even deeper is the inner core. Though no one has seen the core, 
scientists think the inner core is solid and the outer core is liquid based 
on the reflection of seismic waves. 
 
Similarly, the story of God has a core in the sacrifice of Jesus, the Son, to 
save us. At the inner core is the defeat of death and the resurrection of 
Jesus. Paul writes at length in this passage of what it means if you don’t 
believe in the resurrection of Jesus. If our hope in God is only for this life, 
we should be pitied. If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, death still has a 
hold over you, and this world is as good as it gets. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 15:12–19
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
How is your belief in the resurrection of Jesus evident in your life? If you 
don’t have a relationship with God and want to take that step, reach out 
to a friend, small group member, or pastor. 
 
Verse 19 speaks of pity for those who have hope in Christ only for this 
life. Many of us probably put our hope in things other than Christ, even 
though we know and believe in him. Where have you put your hope? 
 
Today’s passage speaks of preaching and testifying of Christ and his 
resurrection. If you believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus, surely 
you don’t want to keep it to yourself. How are you sharing your belief 
and faith in God with those you come in contact with? 
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Day 4 
July 14 

 

 

Pray | Thank God for his impending return. 
 
Many of us feel like there is something missing in our lives most of the 
time. Living in this world is not fulfilling, because we were created to 
live in communion with God. Though it may not be the intention of the 
writers, the song “Hole Hearted” explains a life without God well: 
“There’s a hole in my heart that can only be filled by you. And this hole 
in my heart can’t be filled with the things I do.”4 
 
Commentator N. T. Wright said, “The resurrection of Jesus was the 
moment when the one true God appointed the man through whom the 
whole cosmos would be brought back into proper order.”5 If you have 
experienced pain, injustice, the death of a loved one, or another form of 
the brokenness of the world that we’ve lived in since Adam and Eve ate 
of the fruit in the garden, this passage should give you hope for what is to 
come. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 15:20–22

4. Extreme, vocal performance of “Hole Hearted” by Nuno Bettencourt and Gary F. Cherone on Extreme II: 
Pornograffiti, A&M, B00OSU920M, 2015, 2 compact discs. 
5. N. T. Wright, Paul for Everyone: 1 Corinthians (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003), 212. 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
We live in a broken world, full of death, disease, and destruction as a 
result of sin. “We are strangers, we are aliens, we are not of this world,” 
according to the Petra song written by Bob Hartman.6 How does living in 
this time of waiting for Jesus’ return feel to you? 
 
In his infinite wisdom, God gave humanity (Adam and Eve) the choice to 
trust him, and they chose not to. Then, God sent Jesus to come to Earth 
as a human to pay the price for our sin. Take some time to think about 
and thank God for his plan for you. What can you do today to show a 
portion of your gratitude? 
 
In verse 22 it says that in Adam all die. There are no free passes to escape 
our fate. We all need to go through Jesus to obtain forgiveness for our 
sins. Is there someone in your life who needs to hear the good news of 
the gospel today? 
  

6. Petra, vocal performance of “Not of This World” by Bob Hartman on Not of This World, Star Song Music, 
B000008U90, 1990, compact disc. 
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Day 5 
July 15 

 

 

Pray | Thank God for sending Jesus to the rescue. 
 
Today’s passage brings things back to the way they were in the Garden of 
Eden in Genesis. Enemies have all been destroyed and are under God’s 
feet and the world is once again a place of life, peace and beauty.  When 
you look at a rainbow, flower or a baby sleeping it is hard to imagine a 
place of such perfect beauty all of the time.  Hearing about another 
campus shooting, hijacked plane or abused child makes us long for it all 
the more. 
 
This passage clearly states that God has a plan with a critical path.  There 
is an order of events that must be followed and no option to skip ahead a 
few spaces.  Unfortunately, we don’t have the option to put the game 
away.  We’ve been called to move forward on earth until death is 
destroyed.  Back to the center, when Jesus returns and reigns on earth 
and God the Father is at the center of everything. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 15:23–28 

 
10 



 
 

 
 

Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
This passage is full of hope: God is in control, he has a plan, and the plan 
has been put into motion. All we need to do is trust him and wait 
patiently for his return. What gives you the most hope in this passage? 
 
Though God’s kingdom is already here, but not yet fully, God is 
currently reigning according to verse 25. Is there anything in your life 
that is making you feel defeated or that you need to hand over to God? 
 
Today’s passage mentions twice that God’s enemies and all things will be 
under God’s feet when things are put into the correct order. Think about 
an ant and its relationship to your feet and then about how much greater 
and more powerful God is than you. What do you need to thank and 
praise him for today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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