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Day 1 
July 25 

 

Pray | Ask your Heavenly Father to give you a bold witness for Christ. 

THIS IS THE LAST chapter in Paul’s first letter to the Gentile 
Corinthians. He begins with logistical instructions for a financial 
collection being taken to support the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. 
 
In the Old Testament it was customary for the Israelites to set aside a 
tithe to support the Levites, who were the line of Jacob chosen by God to 
be the priesthood for the Israelites. The Pharisees kept very religiously to 
this godly command, condemning anyone who did not keep it. Jesus 
pronounces woe on them for valuing the keeping of this rule more than 
love itself. In Mark we see the parable of the widow giving the only 
money she had, worth a fraction of a penny, as wealthier folks gave large 
sums of money, Jesus said that she, sacrificing from her heart, had indeed 
given more than anyone else. 
 
In today’s passage, Paul stated each person should give “as he may 
prosper” The NIV translates it “in keeping with his income.” In 2 
Corinthians Paul wrote they should give as they have decided in their 
hearts to give; that “God loves a cheerful giver.” God wants a 
partnership with us, invited into our financial giving, and he wants us to 
enjoy giving. He wants us to give joyfully, cheerfully, and in great 
anticipation of what he will do with the funds we give. 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 16:1–2 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
When you give, how joyfully from the heart is your giving? 
 
How do you feel about a financial partnership with God- letting him in 
on your finances-or need to change or continue yours? 
 
Like the parable of the widow mentioned earlier, how have you 
sacrificed for God’s Kingdom? 
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Day 2 
July 26 

 

 

Pray | Thank God for those who further his kingdom with their finances. 
 
PAUL HAS TWO agendas in mind as he gives the Corinthians 
instructions for their financial collection. 
 
The issue of money and giving can be a real hot button in the church, as 
it has been abused many times over the years. This is perhaps the first 
instance of a church leader proactively ensuring there will be no 
accusations of such misuse. 
 
Paul is also trying to show the Gentiles and, perhaps more specifically, 
the Jews (Israelites), that they are now all one body, supporting each 
other. The Israelites always had been considered God’s chosen people, 
set apart and favored by him. But as Paul says in Galatians, there is no 
Jew, and there is no Gentile. We are all part of the same body of Christ, 
and as a family does, we are all to take care of each other. 
 

 
Read | 1 Corinthians 16:1–4 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
How has financial giving skewed your vision of God and the church? 
 
How can you take another step in using your financial resources to 
further God’s kingdom? 
 
Spend some time praying for people whom you know are being blessed 
by the church’s (and your) financial giving. Organizations in the 
community, missionaries abroad, or those receiving scholarship 
assistance. Ask God to multiply those funds and to touch the recipients’ 
hearts. 
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Day 3 
July 27 

 

 

Pray | Ask your heavenly Father to open your eyes to his Kingdom. 
 
IN A SHORT EXCERPT from today’s passage, we see Paul’s 
expectation of the difficulty of life in ministry and how he is able to 
accept that difficulty. 
 
He is facing significant adversity in his missionary journey. Without 
giving an elaborate sermon on hardship and trial and how he will endure, 
Paul makes another very simple statement, much as Jesus did in the 
Lord’s Prayer: “if the Lord permits.” Paul’s focus in this entire letter has 
been on Jesus. Jesus is his focus, and Jesus is where he keeps his eyes, 
accepting that the road is not going to be an easy one.  
 
The Bible very clearly tells us that the Christian life will not be an easy 
one. In fact, it says that we should be happy when we face trials! Why? 
Because if we are blanketed under the words of Paul and Jesus above, we 
know God will do great things in us and through us! We can look 
forward to the future when we will be even closer to him in the end! 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 16:5–9
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
Think of any hardships or sacrifices you have made for the sake of 
furthering God’s kingdom. How do you feel about those sacrifices, and 
what happened as a result of them? 
 
Confess to God your propensity toward an easy Christian walk and even 
your self-entitlement that says you deserve blessings. 
 
Do you see an open door for effective work in your life that you have 
avoided because of the hardship that you will face? Bring this to God 
humbly and ask for his grace. 
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Day 4 
July 28 

 

 

Pray | That God will expand your view of the Christian community. 
 
THE CHURCH IS a global community with reaches far greater than we 
can see, yet we are a part of it all. 
 
Paul mentions a number of other churches near and far who send their 
love and support as a reminder that the Corinthians are not alone! He 
also specifically addresses others close to his heart, both Jew and Gentile 
for different reasons that you will read in today’s passage. 
 
Paul makes mention of three people in particular from the Corinthian 
church who were like a breath of fresh air to him. This letter has been 
pointed and blunt, and Paul wants them to know that he loves them and 
that they refresh his spirit despite his frustration with them and their bad 
behavior. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 16:10–21
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
What contact of any kind have you had with the Christian community 
outside of your church? Reflect on how God may be calling you to have 
a new or further contact. 
 
The people of Corinth apparently had a tendency toward judgment of the 
missionaries who came to them, and they tended to stir up drama and 
cause divisions among themselves. Think about your own propensity to 
judge different Christian leaders. How has this gotten in the way of what 
God may have wanted you to learn from them? 
 
Christianity is found all around the globe, and we are all part of the same 
family! But keeping our faith can be trying and full of adversity. How 
can you lean on the support of this global Christian family we are all a 
part of? 
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Day 5 
July 29 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to show you how to be immovable in your faith and 
loving. 

 
PAUL IS WRAPPING UP this letter to the church in Corinth with love. 
He also has included short, powerful commands that may seem like an 
odd combination. 
 
In 1 Peter, Peter says that we are to be watchful, because the devil prowls 
around looking for someone to devour. As we saw previously, wherever 
God is working, there will be adversity, including within the Corinthian 
church and our own, as the current of the world then and the world now 
pulls away from Christ. We must take responsibility for our relationship 
with Christ, feed and pursue it, and sometimes fight for our beliefs. 
 
Paul ends with the command to do everything in love. All this 
watchfulness, bravery, and strength are to be wrapped up in love both for 
each other and for those who would threaten our faith. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 16:13–14; 22–24 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Think of the first thing that comes to your mind when you hear the words 
“let all that you do be done in love.” Now, think of the first thing that 
comes to mind when you hear the words “be watchful.” Pause for a 
moment before the next words: “stand firm”; “act like men”; “be strong.” 
What are the differences and similarities in your brain’s reactions to 
these commands that Paul is putting together in one, unified command? 
 
How do you need to reconcile love and the other commands in this verse 
to each other? 
 
How do you take responsibility for your relationship with Christ in the 
face of adversity? 
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Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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