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Day 1 
April 11 

 

Pray | Thank God for his generous gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
EVERYONE WHO RECEIVES Jesus as their Savior has access to 
understanding the wisdom of God because God’s Spirit is within them. 
 
There are two main paths of thought: worldly (the natural person) and 
godly (those who follow the Spirit of God). People who look to worldly 
wisdom cannot understand the message of Jesus’ sacrifice for sinners. 
While they may understand the world, without the Holy Spirit, they 
cannot understand spiritual truth. People who listen to and follow the 
Spirit can, however, discern truth both of the world and the spiritual 
realm because God’s Spirit within them can help them judge truth from 
falsehood. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 2:11–16 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
What has God’s Spirit helped you to understand is true that people who 
look to human wisdom would think is foolish? 
 
Paul explains that people who aren’t filled with the Holy Spirit are “not 
able to understand [the things of God] because they are spiritually 
discerned” (2:14, emphasis added). Christians sometimes find 
themselves debating faith topics. How can recognizing that non-
Christians are not able to understand God’s truth without the help of the 
Holy Spirit shape the way you approach non-Christians and spiritual 
conversations? 
 
If you have received God’s gift of grace to pay the penalty for your sin 
debt, then you have been given the Spirit and therefore access to 
understanding the thoughts of God. Often we Christians still look to 
humanity or self-reliance for how to understand life and interpret 
spiritual matters, even though we have a trustworthy and perfect source 
of truth found in the Holy Spirit. What changes can you make to ensure 
you’re living as someone who has been given access to the mind of 
Christ and not just living on your own wisdom? 
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Day 2 
April 12 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to show you where you aren’t living with God’s wisdom. 
 
IF WE ARE to truly be spiritual people, we must live differently than 
those around us who have not been given the Spirit of God. 
 
After explaining that spiritual people who have the mind of Christ can 
discern truth and understand the secret wisdom of God, Paul throws a 
curveball at the Corinthians. He declares they aren’t spiritual people. By 
choosing to live in pride and division, they are choosing to remain in 
spiritual infancy and therefore can’t be spiritually discerning because 
they still live too much like they are a part of the world. 
 
In order to be truly spiritual people, we must not only have God’s Spirit 
within us, but we must also live according to the Spirit and abandon 
living in our own wisdom or sin. 
 

 
Read | 1 Corinthians 2:14–3:4 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Paul reveals that being spiritual people doesn’t simply involve receiving 
salvation but also living according to the Spirit in a way that doesn’t 
resemble a worldly, merely human life. Having our hearts open to the 
thoughts of God not only should increase Christians’ abilities to discern 
truth from falsehood but also convict us to live righteously. What 
examples from your own life would point toward your being someone 
who is merely human, an infant in Christ, or a spiritual person? 
 
Evidence the Corinthian church isn’t living according to the Spirit is they 
are allowing their church to be divided by jealousy and pride. The 
contemporary American church often is divided by similar issues. How 
do we as the modern church often find ourselves “behaving only in a 
human way” 
(verse 3)? 
 
Are there any sinful habits or attitudes God wants you to give up so you 
can mature in your relationship with him and be prepared to grow deeper 
in your understanding of his Spirit within you? 
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Day 3 
April 13 

 

 

Pray | Spend time thanking God for his love for you. 
 
OUR UNIFICATION AND our focus should be on Jesus Christ, who is 
the only possible solid foundation of our faith and the source of our 
spiritual growth. 
 
The Corinthian church’s division seems to center around who is superior 
or more spiritual, based on which church leader or apostle they follow: 
Paul or Apollos. They have forgotten who the true leader of their faith is. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 3:3–11
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
We are all a leader is some way, whether at home, work, church, 
volunteering, or in social circles. As Christians we know that ultimately 
we, like Paul, are truly servants in our leadership, working under God’s 
leadership. Are there any ways you can more actively incorporate this 
perspective of being a servant of God into your leadership opportunities? 
 
Paul uses the metaphor of us as Christians being God’s field as we are 
planted and cultivated to produce the fruit of spiritual growth, which is 
possible because of Christ. Those who plant seeds to understand the 
gospel and those who aid in our spiritual growth are God’s workers. Who 
are the workers you can thank God for who have been and currently are 
servants in your own spiritual growth? 
 
Paul also uses the metaphor of the church, believers being God’s building, 
which is an allusion to a spiritual temple or vessel of worship. What are 
you doing or may think God is calling you to do that builds up and 
strengthens believers, whom God sees as his temple? 
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Day 4 
April 14 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to help you to be faithful in the work you do for him. 
 
THE QUALITY OF the work we do to support and build up the church 
and the way in which we work are extremely significant and will be 
judged when Jesus returns. 
 
Christ is the foundation of the church, and we as its members form a 
spiritual temple, a vessel of worship and glory to God. In addition to 
being the temple, we are also its workers as we build up one another in 
Christ and do the hard labor of reaching others for Jesus and teaching 
more about him. 
 
Paul warns that the task we have been given as builders should not be 
taken lightly. If we build well and faithfully, we will be rewarded. We 
will face reproach if we are not faithful to build up the church as we 
should. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 3:10–15 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
Paul mentions different metaphorical materials Christians can use to 
build up the church that either withstand eternal judgment because they 
follow godly principles and Christ’s teachings, strengthening the church, 
or are revealed as worthless on Judgment Day. Although that work may 
have appeared sound, it will be clear that while those workers believed in 
Christ as the foundation of faith, they either left out sharing important 
truths or added to the Scriptures their own thoughts or desires, not 
staying true to the accuracy of the Bible’s teachings. Examining yourself, 
what kind of building materials are you contributing to God’s temple? 
 
Building with poor materials will not cause a person to lose salvation, 
but the work he or she did will be revealed as worthless and leave barren 
what otherwise could be glorious eternal worship to God, just like how 
gold is enhanced when refined in fire to remove its impurities or straw is 
consumed in a fire. While our actions as believers do not earn or cost us 
our faith, the way we live after receiving salvation is important. The 
work or lack of work we do for God will be on display for all to see. 
What steps can you take to ensure your life is seen as brilliant and 
precious worship to God? 
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Day 5 
April 15 

 

 

Pray | Pray for those who are far from God. 
 
GOD’S WISDOM IS drastically different than what we’re often 
naturally inclined to think in our own wisdom. 
 
After taking a moment to discuss the importance of building the church 
well and warning against building poorly or tearing it down, Paul returns 
to his original topic, godly versus worldly wisdom, so he can expound on 
it. 
 
The Corinthians have been divided over the issue of whose “church 
leader camp” they belong to. Paul says their thinking is worldly 
foolishness. They don’t belong to their spiritual leaders; their leaders 
belong to them as God’s servants. As adopted children of God, they have 
been given all things as their spiritual inheritance. All believers are 
coheirs of God’s kingdom and are recipients of and spiritual conquerors 
over all things under Christ and God. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 3:10–23 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Because worldly wisdom is contrary to God’s wisdom, we must 
recognize this, humbly admit our ignorance, and seek God for true 
wisdom. Are there any circumstances in your life where you tend to 
confidently rely on your own wisdom instead of humbly seeking God’s 
truth and wisdom? 
 
Paul warns that in addition to using poor building materials, people can 
actually cause damage and destruction to the church. Because of Paul’s 
explanation that this hostility will result in destruction, we can see that 
these people are not a part of God’s temple and have not received 
salvation or been adopted into God’s family. Everyone who has not 
received the salvation Jesus offers will face judgment and condemnation 
when he returns and will have no grace to protect themselves from God’s 
justice and judgment. Aside from persecution, what other examples of 
destruction to the church can you think of, which this passage may refer 
to? Which would be cause for eternal destruction? 
 
What confidence or encouragement do you have from knowing that if 
you are Christ’s, you have been given all things by God? 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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