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Day 1 
April 25 

 

Pray | Ask God to bring to light your personal shortfalls. 
 
IN TODAY’S TOLERANT world, evil appears to be judged against ever 
lower standards, even within many Christian churches. 
 
If you thought this problem was new, you’ll be surprised to realize the 
church has been there from the very beginning. Word has reached Paul 
regarding many issues in his newly established church, and he is 
methodically responding by building a case and calling out those 
responsible. The apostle Paul is often seen as harsh in how he comes 
across, yet you can imagine the words we have in the Scriptures are 
probably toned down from what the human, non-divinely inspired part of 
him wanted to say about the situation. Even with no names, it is clear 
that every hearer of this letter would know exactly whom Paul was 
referencing for both the sin of sexual immorality as well as the sinful 
inaction of the church body in response to judging the sin within the 
church body. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 5:1–5 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Look at almost any news story about a person charged with a violent 
crime, terrorism, or such and their friends and family will generally and 
almost universally always say the accused is a “good person.” Do you 
tend to be more likely to realize your own sinfulness, or do you tend to 
consider yourself a “good person”? Reflect on how your answer relates 
to your need for Jesus. 
 
Consider the last case of discipline within any church that you’re aware 
of, from personal experience or media coverage. Was it handled in the 
biblically prescribed manner? Explain. 
 
Every church is full of sinners (saved by grace), and Paul is well aware 
of this. He even refers to himself as a sinner elsewhere, as being 
foremost amongst sinners. How does today’s passage help you to see the 
difference between a repentant sinner and an actively practicing sinner? 
  

 
3 



Day 2 
April 26 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to help you think more about the consequences of sin. 
 
ARROGANCE IS PUTTING oneself above reproach rather than being 
above reproach. 
 
The Corinthian church is being sinful in tolerating sexual immorality. 
Paul builds on prior verses to differentiate between old pagan ways of 
life and the new life found in Christ after becoming a believer. Verses 9–
13 essentially remind us that we are to be in the world but not of the 
world, and there should be a definite distinction between those in the 
world and those who are in the church. Consider a modern illustration: 
Upon a cancer diagnosis, do you want an oncologist who has a wait-and-
see-how-it-works-out approach, or one who does the research and says, 
“If we aggressively treat this now, then your long-term survival increases 
dramatically”? Sin is very much a cancer to individuals, those around 
them, and even to the church itself. 
 

 
Read | 1 Corinthians 5:6–13 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Consider either the cancer illustration mentioned earlier or the ripple 
effect of sin that Pastor Henry often refers to. Do Paul’s commands in 
verses 5 and 13 seem more like logical and necessary solutions or overly 
harsh and judgmental solutions to you? Why? 
 
Sometimes it is very important what something does not say. Verse 9 
does not end with “unless they attend church with you, then it’s okay!” 
Yet it seems that is exactly what they have been doing in Corinth.  If you 
stopped reading at verse 9, always avoid those tax collectors and sinners 
Jesus was accused of hanging out with, and don’t add in verses 10–13, 
then you are not doing God’s will either. How, then, should you live 
around the world at large and among your fellow believers? 
 
You probably have heard something like “Christians are so judgmental” 
before. How do you think proper application of Paul’s teaching on whom 
and how the church and Christians are to judge and whom God is to 
judge would prevent this cliché? 
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Day 3 
April 27 

 

 

Pray | For those who rule over you in government and uphold the law. 
 
JUST BECAUSE YOU have the freedom to do something does not 
always make it the right choice to do so. 
 
A young couple found themselves in situations where both believers and 
unbelievers alike were quick to offer similar legal advice. The situations 
involved emergency C-sections where the mother and child nearly died, 
as well as a workplace-related injury and subsequent job loss. 
Universally the advice received was “sue them.” It appears that Paul 
would put an asterisk on this advice, especially if both parties involved 
were Christians. 
 
Apparently, Corinthians gave similar advice, and believers were taking 
their disputes against fellow believers before the pagan legal system with 
an alarming frequency. Paul has issues with this, not the least of which is 
what a watching world thinks when Christians act just like everyone else. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 6:1–8
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
There is a root issue that Paul attempts to address in verse 8. Why is it 
when the life you live is not discernibly different from everyone else’s 
lives, it is harmful to the church’s witness? 
 
Previously Paul has criticized the Corinthian Christians as mere spiritual 
babies. This section seems to be more of the same, telling them what they 
already should know and then, at points, almost mocking them for being 
incapable of doing the very things they should be doing. Are there areas 
in which you need to be reminded of what you already should know and 
be challenged to live more in line with God’s expectations for your 
behavior in front of a watching world? 
 
Jesus’ coming marked God’s standards and expectations, more forcefully 
exerting power in the present age through the wisdom of God that 
appears as folly to the wise. What is the mechanism that God chose to 
use until Jesus comes again to show this wisdom to the world, and is 
there room to improve on how that is happening in your life? 
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Day 4 
April 28 

 

 

Pray | Thank God for his patience, love, and grace. 
 
BEFORE-AND-AFTER pictures can serve as reminders of where we 
came from and where we are going. 
 
Not to oversimplify things, but in some ways this is what Paul is doing in 
today’s verses. We start in despair, because if all we read are verses 9 and 
10, then the only question we are left with, if we are honest, is: Who, 
then, can be saved? Verse 11 reminds us that we were those who would 
not inherit God’s kingdom but then it turns on hope. In the name of Jesus 
Christ and God’s Spirit, we can be saved, and if you are a believer, you 
have been saved! 
 
To want to change, we sometimes need to see how bad things really were 
(a before picture). Only then can the results (an after picture) truly be 
appreciated. Obviously, since this whole letter is sent to a new church 
and is addressing the various issues they are having, it was—and is—
easy to forget that being Christlike and putting aside the old sinful 
lifestyle is an ongoing struggle and not a one-and-done deal. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 6:9–11 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
Do not be deceived. These seem to be favorite words of Paul. Deception 
is the modus operandi of the Devil. How have you been deceived by 
Satan, and how will you continue to work against Satan’s deception? 
 
The letter you have been reading is, in many ways, a historical snapshot 
of life in Corinth under the Roman Empire. Yet in many ways it could 
have been written days ago and be about almost any city in the world. 
Take a moment to consider the timeliness and timelessness of God’s 
inspired Scriptures, the Bible. How does this deepen your faith and make 
you want to know more about God, who is still relevant over two 
thousand years later? 
 
Much of the world says and wants to believe in an all-roads-lead-to-the-
same-destination faith. What does Paul say about this in verse 11, and 
why is it an important foundation for your faith? 
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Day 5 
April 29 

 

 

Pray | “God, you have made us fearfully and wonderfully. Thank you.” 
 
korinthiazomai: A GREEK VERB meaning “to act like a Corinthian,” in 
reference to the sexually immorality available in that city. 
 
Sex was something God created and that people quickly corrupted. Is 
there any other sinful vice that is so rationalized, marginalized, and 
normalized in society, even in our own individual lives? We hear things 
like, “ It’s okay that we’re sleeping together. . . . We’re getting married”; 
“ Looking at porn ensures there is no sexual pressure in our relationship”; 
and “ I’m entitled to some, and if my husband/wife/partner won’t meet 
my needs, then I’ll just find someone else who will.” The Bible is filled 
with stories of incest, adultery, and prostitution. Ironically, its “explicit” 
and “inappropriate” content is one of the reasons people give when 
attempting to remove Bibles from school libraries while ignoring the 
normalization of those very same things culturally. If these examples 
didn’t cause great discomfort, then you will see why Paul’s example had 
to be so extreme. 
 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 6:12–20 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Fleeing means running for one’s life from danger, with nothing more 
than what is at hand. Why do you suppose Paul encourages you to flee 
when confronting sexual immorality? How do you need to do this in your 
own life? 
 
The thought of uniting Christ and a prostitute should cause jarring 
discomfort. It was intended to cause awareness, repentance, and action. 
Consider adult and child prostitution, pornography, pedophilia, sex 
slavery, or incest, and then picture Jesus being involved in any of those 
practices. If it upsets and angers him, then it should upset and anger you. 
The question is what are you going to do about it? 
 
How a person treats something is often an indicator of what their 
personal cost to acquire that thing was. For example, how do you use 
your body in regard to sex, diet, exercise, smoking, drinking, drug use? 
How do you spend your time? Are you currently treating your body 
(which is the temple of the Lord and was purchased at the price of Jesus’ 
own life) like his expenditure was worth it? 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
 
www.fiveoaks.church 
 

 
11 


