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Day 1 

January 14 

 

Pray | Pray for the  Christians around the world who are persecuted 

for their faith.  

 

Facing Opposition.  

One of the earliest and most powerful stories of Christians facing 

suffering and death because of their faith is the story of Stephen. 

Stephen, a disciple of Jesus, is persecuted for his testimony about 

Jesus. Stephen was accused of speaking blasphemy against the temple 

and against the law found in the Old Testament.  

Christians today are accused of hateful speech, and bias and bigotry, 

simply because we hold to traditional beliefs about the value of human 

life, the meaning of marriage, and the origins of sexuality. Even if we 

never utter a judgmental word, we might find ourselves accused. In 

Acts 6 we see that this is the nature of opposition to Christianity. It 

thrives on exaggeration, distortion, and lies in an attempt to discredit 

the work of the gospel.  

 

Read | Acts 6:8-15 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

 

Stephen was accused of blasphemy by members of the synagogue.  

What can we learn about the tactics used by opponents of truth? When 

have you faced opposition when sharing your faith?   

 

We hear opposition to Christianity everyday. It’s in the media, at the 

water cooler, and sometimes even at family gatherings. How do you 

handle opposition? Do you pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit, or 

do you fight back? 

 

Stephen was disputed, and the Holy Spirit gave him wisdom in his 

responses. What lessons can we learn about Christians today who 

participate in religious disputes or debates? 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Acts+6%3A8-15&version=NIV
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Day 2 
January 15 

 

 

Pray |Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide your words today. 

 

Full of the Spirit.  

 

Stephen was not just a man in Christ; he was a man in whom Christ 

lived. He had genuinely experienced God’s grace and atonement in his 

life, and had the gift of faith and love for others. Men argued with him 

and challenged him, hoping to stop his testimony. But their attempts 

were futile. Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit that gave him 

wisdom as he responded. And when brought before the Sanhedrin, or 

the Jewish council, they all stare because Stephen’s face shines like the 

face of an angel.  

 

In Matthew 5:11, Jesus tells us that we are blessed when we are 

opposed and attacked because of our belief in him. Stephen was 

blessed, and he was filled with the Spirit. Surely that accounts for 

Stephen’s angelic appearance. 

 

Read | Matthew 5:11; Acts 6:8-15 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Stephen was willing to serve. He was humble, full of the Spirit, and 

full of God’s grace. What needs to change in your heart for you to 

become more filled with the Spirit?  

 

Stephen spoke up with great boldness even though he was 

outnumbered. What opportunities do you have to speak to non-

believers? List one step you could take today. 

 

Stephen had the Holy Spirit behind him, helping him face opposition.  

You also have the Holy Spirit guiding and protecting you. Reflect on 

that for a minute. Does knowing that the Spirit is with you, give you 

more confidence to go out and share your faith with others?    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A11%3B+Acts+6%3A8-15&version=NIV


DailyLife    
January 14-18, 2018 

 
3 

www.fiveoaks.church 

Day 3 

January 16 

 

 

Pray |Give thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Called to speak.  

Stephen is called on to speak, and when he does, throughout Acts 7, he 

delivers a stark rebuke with a clear testimony to Jesus as the 

fulfillment of the Old Testament. Stephen’s sermon might sound a 

little bit odd to our ears. It’s important to keep two things in mind 

when we read it. First, to the Jewish audience, there was nothing on 

earth as sacred as the temple. It was magnificent and was a symbol of 

God’s blessing and the national pride. Second, Israel was unfaithful to 

their covenant with God, and they turned to the gods and idols of their 

neighbors. Eventually they were conquered, the temple was destroyed, 

and the nation was crushed. When Stephen spoke about where God 

dwells, he and his audience had this whole history in mind. 

 

 

Read | Acts 7:44-53 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

How would you describe your experience of God dwelling within the 

church?  

How are you like the people Stephen preached to? In what areas are 

you resisting in the Holy Spirit?  

Stephen was deep in his faith, and willing to speak the truth at all 

costs. Have you ever been moved to stand up for your faith against 

someone leading people astray from Christ? 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+7%3A44-53&version=NIV
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Day 4 

January 17 

 

 

Pray |Pray to feel God’s strength through your trials today.  

 

A Christlike death. 

 

We often hear stories of Christians enduring beatings, torture, and the 

threat of death while refusing to deny their faith. We might wonder 

how someone would be able to sustain their faith under such pressure. 

It would be very tempting simply to deny our faith to save our skins.  

Stephen was persecuted, but didn’t cave. God gave him wisdom 

through the Holy Spirit, the opportunity, and the audience to speak the 

truth. He suffered and endured a gruesome death. He remained faithful 

through it all. And he even prayed for those who were stoning him.  

God supplies all we need to obey him and follow him. When suffering 

and trials come into our lives, we can be confident that God will 

supply the strength, support, and encouragement we need in order to 

remain faithful.  

Read | Acts 7:54-60 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

God was with Stephen in the midst of his trial. In times of difficulty, 

do you take pause to see that God is with you? How have you 

experienced the Holy Spirit sustaining your faith during difficult 

times?  

Stephen doesn’t let the fact that he’s right make him judgmental or 

arrogant, instead he cries for help for his persecutors. Do you pray for 

people that you disagree with or that have done you wrong, or do you 

argue back and maintain a righteous attitude? How is the good news of 

Jesus displayed in examples of radical forgiveness?  

Stephen remained full of faith through the opposition and torture to his 

death. How does faithful suffering open doors to sharing the gospel 

with non-believers?  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+7%3A54-60&version=NIV
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Day 5 
January 18 

 

Pray | Pray to find someone new to share your faith with today.  

 

Fearless by faith.   

All over the news recently is the story John Chau, a 26 year-old 

American missionary who was killed by natives on North Sentinel 

Island while trying to spread the Gospel. Chau’s persistence in 

reaching this people group and his death has stirred a lot controversy 

between believers and non-believers. Many consider him a man who 

was on mission, filled with the Holy Spirit and love for the Lord, and a 

martyr, like Stephen. Many think he was just crazy.   

God’s Holy Spirit empowers the followers of Christ to endure suffering 

for the sake of Christ. Whether that suffering takes the form of false 

accusations, death, looking crazy to others, or other variations, our 

faithful witness in the midst of suffering is a testimony to Jesus Christ 

who came to save us from our sin. When we suffer in faith, we are 

following in the footsteps of our Savior and bearing witness to his worth 

above all things, even in our materialistic and busy lives.              

Read | 1 Corinthians. 15:57-58; Acts 7:54-60 

  

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

God has called each and every one of us to serve in his mission field. We are 

each called to make disciples. How are you standing firm in your faith and on 

mission for God in your day to day routines? 

God calls us to go and tell others the good news of Christ’s victory over sin 

and death. What are some reasons people give today for not believing in 

Jesus, and how can we answer those objections? Who will you have that 

conversation with this week? 

Spend some time in prayer committing your heart and your life to working 

for Jesus, asking for the Holy Spirit to guide you through your challenges. 
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