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Day 1 
January 21 

 

 

Pray | Thank God for sending his Spirit to guide your daily life.  

 

Life without the Holy Spirit is a life of missed potential and lost hope. 

 

The community of believers in Jesus Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

grew rapidly following Pentecost. Seven men “full of the Spirit and wisdom” 

were selected to ensure the Greek-speaking Jewish (Hellenists) widows were 

being properly cared for. Stephen, whose martyrdom we studied last week, 

and Phillip were two of those seven men. After Stephen’s death, followers of 

Jesus, including Phillip, scattered in all directions, taking the gospel message 

with them. Phillip travelled to Samaria, and a large number of people there 

received and believed the gospel of Jesus Christ. Despite all of Phillip’s 

success, including baptizing the people of Samaria, they did not receive the 

Holy Spirit until the apostles Peter and John came to Samaria and prayed for 

the Holy Spirit to come. The arrival of the Holy Spirit was the final 

confirmation that members of this non-Jewish community were truly part of 

God’s new covenantal family. The same is true today. The presence of the 

Holy Spirit in a person, and the fruit produced by the life of that person, are 

the ultimate confirmation that Jesus Christ is truly the Lord of their life.   

 

Read | Acts 6:1-6, 8:4-8, 8:14-17 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

We see throughout the book of Acts that the power and reality of the Holy 

Spirit permeated the early church of Jesus Christ. How real is the Holy Spirit 

in your life today? If you’re feeling disconnected from the Holy Spirit, go to 

God in prayer, acknowledge your thoughts and concerns, and ask God to 

make the Spirit more real to you.  

 

As was the case with the people of Samaria, it’s common for the complete 

transformation from a sinful nature to a Spirit-filled nature to occur in stages, 

often involving multiple faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ along the way.  

Like Phillip, we are called to be faithful witnesses to the love and 

faithfulness of Jesus Christ and to trust God to complete the transformation. 

Take a moment to reflect on your life. How are you being a faithful witness 

for Jesus to those around you?        

 

It’s easy to imagine that Phillip was jealous of Peter and John or that he was 

discouraged the Holy Spirit was not sent to the people of Samaria because of 

his work. That doesn’t appear to be the case, which is further evidence of 

Phillip’s selfless and properly aligned priorities. Jealousy of the success of 

others reveals a selfish pride that is contrary to God’s will for our lives. Take 

a few minutes to reflect on situations where you have been unwilling to 

celebrate the victories and good fortunes of others. Go to God in prayer, 

confess these feelings, and ask for his strength and perspective to change. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6%3A1-6%2C+8%3A4-8%2C+8%3A14-17+&version=NIV
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Day 2 
January 22 

 

Pray | Ask God to open your eyes to the needs of those you meet.    

 

There are no chance encounters in life, only Spirit-initiated encounters.  

 

An angel from the Lord interrupted Phillip’s mission in Samaria with a new 

and rather unusual assignment. Phillip was instructed to go to a road in the 

desert…. That’s it. If we were in Phillip’s shoes, our initial reaction may 

have been, “Wait a minute, Lord. We’ve got a good thing going here in 

Samaria. I should probably just stay here, right?” Not Phillip. He dropped 

everything and headed out to the desert. Amazingly, but not surprisingly, the 

Holy Spirit had arranged for Phillip to encounter a very special man—a 

member of the high court of Ethiopia—who was reading from the prophet 

Isaiah and in need of some interpretation. There’s no way to describe this 

other than as a God-orchestrated encounter. While this circumstance is quite 

unique, this is the pattern for how God the Spirit works in each of our lives. 

Too often we can get caught up in trying to figure out the big plan that God 

has for us when in reality we are simply called to behave as Phillip did. Be 

available, listen, and obey. The Holy Spirt puts people in our lives who need 

to hear the story of Jesus and our story. Our job is to step up and tell the 

story. 

Read | Acts 8:26-31; John 16:7-11 

 
 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

One key perspective we can take away from the story of Phillip and the 

Ethiopian is that the Holy Spirit orchestrates encounters for success. The 

Holy Spirit brings together people who are in need with people who are 

specially prepared to help. It’s not always easy to see this at the beginning, 

and it’s not always an easy road, but it is something we can count on. How 

does this reality shape your view of the people you encounter and how you 

are called to engage with them?   

 

It’s pretty easy to get comfortable with our routines, especially when things 

seem to be going well. It can be difficult to make choices that disrupt that 

comfortable flow. God doesn’t call us to comfort; he calls and prepares us to 

love him and to love and serve the people around us. If you are a follower of 

Jesus Christ, how is God calling you to disrupt your life and serve him in 

new ways? If you are not a follower of Jesus Christ, God is calling you to 

take that disruptive step and make Jesus the Lord of your life. Go to God in 

prayer, and share your heart with him. 

 

Even after responding obediently, Phillip still had to overcome some fears. 

This was a high-ranking, foreign official out in the middle of nowhere. He 

may have been concerned about safety as well as the social/class implications 

of interrupting this man. Do you hesitate to respond to God’s call because of 

similar safety or social concerns? How can you draw confidence for action 

from the story of Phillip and from God’s promises throughout the Bible? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6%3A1-6%2C+8%3A4-8%2C+8%3A14-17+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6%3A1-6%2C+8%3A4-8%2C+8%3A14-17+&version=NIV
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Day 3 
January 23 

 

 

Pray | Praise God for the truth of Jesus revealed in the Bible.   

 

People living in the Spirit guide others to Jesus using the entire Bible.  

 

We are truly blessed to have the entire Bible, both Old and New Testaments, 

available to us. Because of the powerful nature of the teachings in the New 

Testament, we tend to focus on them, learn about them, and rely on them to 

describe what we believe and why we believe it. However, it’s good to be 

reminded that John the Baptist, Jesus, the apostles, and the entire early 

church only had the Old Testament to draw upon to support their beliefs. 

Throughout the gospels, Jesus uses the words of the Old Testament to 

connect himself to the historical promises and prophecies captured in those 

Scriptures. As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace the entire Bible as 

God’s unerring words of truth to the world. We are called to immerse 

ourselves in all these words from God and to draw strength and confidence 

from them. Like Phillip, confident in the truth of the Word and the support of 

the Holy Spirit, we can use the words of the Bible to bring those we 

encounter to a life-changing knowledge of Jesus Christ.    

 

Read | Acts 8:30-35; Luke 24:25-27, 44-45 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

The Ethiopian happened to be reading words from Isaiah that were pretty 

easily linked to the life and story of Jesus. That’s not always the case with 

every verse in the Bible. Take a few minutes to reflect on how you would 

address a question about a specific verse that is not easily linked to Jesus or 

easily explained in the twenty-first century.     

 

Finding confidence to share the story of Jesus from the Bible is a delicate 

balance. On one side, you need to have knowledge of the Bible, and on the 

other side, you need to trust the Holy Spirit to give you the words. Reflect on 

how you are striking this balance today. Is there room for more trust in the 

Holy Spirit?                

 

At Five Oaks, we put a big emphasis on ensuring everyone understands the 

framework of the single story that is told in the Bible. The framework gives 

us a way to organize and link all the content of the Bible. The framework is 

also a great tool to use to share the full story told in the Bible and how it all 

points to Jesus. There are regular Story of God classes offered to help you 

learn the framework and start to apply it to understanding the Bible. If you 

have not yet attended a Story of God class, now is the time – sign up! If 

you’re a veteran of Story of God, take a few minutes to review the 

framework and images, and practice telling the story in your own words. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A30-35%3B+Luke+24%3A25-27%2C+44-45+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A30-35%3B+Luke+24%3A25-27%2C+44-45+&version=NIV
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Day 4 

January 24 

 
 

Pray | Ask God to break your heart for all who need him. 

 

Hearing about Jesus is the first step; responding to the message is the key. 

 

This story of Phillip’s encounter with the Ethiopian is a prime example of a 

follower of Jesus living out the Great Commission that Jesus gave to his 

disciples in Matthew 28:18-20. Jesus instructs all of his followers, “Go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing… and teaching them… everything I 

[Jesus] have commanded you.” Phillip went, he taught, and finally he 

baptized. You’ll note that Phillip didn’t even have to suggest this response of 

baptism; the Spirit moved the Ethiopian to suggest it. This is another 

amazing aspect of a Spirit-directed encounter. The Spirit prepares both the 

deliverer of the message and the receiver of the message. We see that in the 

response of the Ethiopian; he practically begs Phillip to baptize him. As you 

live out the Great Commission, it’s so important to remember that the 

response to your story is between the Spirit and the receiver. A response is 

necessary, but a decision to turn away from sin and make Jesus Lord cannot 

be coerced. It must come from an eager heart prepared by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Read | Acts 8:36-40; Matthew 28:18-20 

 
 

 

Reflect |  Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Take a few minutes to consider how you are obediently stepping into the 

Spirit-directed encounters in your life and telling others your story and the 

story of Jesus. How does the fact that the response is not your responsibility 

change the equation?      

 

When it comes to reaching the world for Jesus, a new term has entered our 

language: glocal. Glocal ministries are those that reach out to ethnically 

diverse people groups who are visiting or have immigrated to the cities 

where we live. Because these people are still connected to families and 

friends throughout the world, we have an amazing opportunity to impact the 

world. The story of Phillip and the Ethiopian may be the first glocal 

encounter ever recorded. The Ethiopian had traveled many miles to worship 

the God of the Jews, and he was heading back to Ethiopia. Phillip taught him 

about Jesus so he could carry that message back to Ethiopia and other parts 

of Africa. Ask God to reveal opportunities for you to reach the world for 

Jesus glocally. 

 

If you are not yet a follower of Jesus Christ, please know that it’s never too 

late to respond to the message and turn to Jesus. It doesn’t matter if you’ve 

said, “No thanks,” a thousand times before. If you’re ready to say, “Yes,” 

today, share your heart and your desires with God in prayer. Then, share your 

decision with Christian friends and/or a pastor so you can get their support as 

you continue on your new path. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A36-40%3B+Matthew+28%3A18-20&version=NIV
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Day 5 
January 25 

 
 

Pray | Ask God to help you see your life as a journey to his arms.    

 

A Spirit-filled life on earth is a continuous journey through a foreign land.  

 

After baptizing the Ethiopian, Phillip was miraculously carried away by the 

Holy Spirit and was placed in a new city to share the message of Jesus there. 

Unlike Phillip, most of us will not travel the world or live in foreign places, 

sharing the message of Jesus as we go. Those who serve Jesus in that manner 

have chosen a difficult path here on earth. It’s a path of dependence on Jesus 

and a path that acknowledges that this earth, this world in which we live in 

today, is not really our home. From an eternal perspective, followers of Jesus 

Christ who stay home, build houses, have families, and build careers may 

actually have the harder challenge. Under those conditions, it’s very easy to 

be seduced into treating this world as our home instead of as a place we’re 

just passing through. To be most effective for Jesus here on earth, we need 

to, by the power of the Holy Spirit, transform our thinking and the way we 

live. Our eternal hope should shine through in all that we do, differentiating 

us from the rest of the world and drawing others to the hope that can only 

come from Jesus Christ. 

 

Read | 1 Peter 1:13-21; Matthew 7:13-14; Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

How is the life that everyone around you sees you living different because of 

Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit living in you? Are people able to see that 

your priorities here on earth have an eternal purpose? 

 

Ultimately no real change is going to happen because you work harder to 

make it happen. Real change is only going to come through the strength and 

power of the Holy Spirit working in and through you. Spend some time in 

prayer. Go into God’s presence. Ask God to change your perspective to an 

eternal perspective with the power of the Spirit that’s already living in you. 
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