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Day 1 
June 18 

 

Pray | For the will to worship God regardless of obstacles or trials 

 

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES TO WORSHIP 

 

The story of Zacchaeus is memorable because it is about a man of small 

stature who was so eager and determined to see Jesus that he climbed into a 

tree to catch a glimpse of him from above the crowds.   

 

Everyone has some type of obstacle to overcome in their effort to worship 

God; it could be complaining children who refuse to get up for church, being 

required to work on Sundays, having a family who is hostile toward 

Christianity or living in a nation that is hostile toward God. Whatever the 

obstacle or trial you face, remember the determination of Zacchaeus, and 

take to heart the words of James in today’s reading.     

 

 

Read | Luke 19:1-4; James 1:2-4 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 
What are some sacrifices you have made, or heard about someone else 

making, in order to worship Jesus? What stands out to you about the choices 

made in these situations? 

 

While American Christians certainly don’t suffer the type of violent 

persecution that Christians must endure in other parts of the world, we do 

face some forms of mistreatment. What are the biggest disadvantages of 

following Jesus in today’s world? 

 

Why should we not hide but rather emphasize the personal cost of living as a 

disciple of Jesus? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A1-4%3B+James+1%3A2-4&version=NIV
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Day 2 
June 19 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to give you the enthusiastic faith of a child. 

 

CHILDLIKE FAITH  

 

Zacchaeus’ decision to climb up into a tree was unheard of in that day. Men 

didn’t climb trees – especially men of wealth and power. But Zacchaeus 

didn’t care. He may have been short, and the crowd may have been in the 

way, but with childlike enthusiasm, he did what he had to do. He positioned 

himself in a way that he could see Jesus.  

 

In several places in the Gospels, Jesus spoke of his love for children and the 

need for people to become like little children in order to see the kingdom of 

God. Here you have an embodiment of that teaching; Zacchaeus was a 

wealthy, powerful man who humbled himself to the level of a child in order 

to climb a tree and see Jesus the King.   

 

 

Read | Luke 19:1-4; Luke 18:15-17 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

What hinders you from exercising childlike faith in Jesus? 

 

When we have a goal, it often helps to have a vision of the end result. Picture 

what your life would look like if you practiced childlike faith.  What do you 

see? 

 

The crowds got in the way of Zacchaeus seeing Jesus. What are some ways 

that crowds, or even churches, get in the way of people seeing Jesus today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A1-4%3B+Luke+18%3A15-17&version=NIV
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Day 3 
June 20 

 

 

Pray | For the salvation of all people 

 

A SAVIOR WHO PURSUES ALL KINDS OF SINNERS 

 

Jesus looked up and noticed Zacchaeus; he called Zacchaeus by name and 

expressed his desire to spend time in this tax collector’s home. In the eyes of 

the onlookers, Jesus was asking to fellowship with someone who had done 

terrible and selfish things as part of his career, a man who betrayed his own 

people by collaborating with the oppressive Roman officials and extorting 

money above the Roman tax in order to line his own pocket.  

 

But before we condemn the crowds, we ought to put ourselves in their 

situation: what about the people we write off, hold a grudge against or think 

are beyond redemption?  Stories like this one show us a Savior who pursues 

all kinds of sinners with his lavish grace – even those we believe can’t be 

saved. 

 

Read | Luke 19:5-7; 2 Peter 3:9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A5-7%3B+2+Peter+3%3A9&version=NIV
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Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

What are some categories of people we may be inclined to think of as 

“unreachable” by God’s grace? Spend some time thinking about how you 

may be able to show God’s love in a practical way to the “unreachable.” 

 

God calls us to pursue people we may assume are beyond God’s saving 

grace, to show them the way to salvation in Jesus. What barriers do religious 

people sometimes put up that make it difficult to engage people who need 

Christ? 

 

The crowds did not understand why a righteous teacher, someone who 

claimed to be the Messiah, would want to spend time with a man known for 

his wickedness. What is the significance of Jesus’ ignoring the opposition in 

order to spend time with Zacchaeus? 
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Day 4 

June 21 

 

 

Pray | To give freely and boldly in response to God’s generous grace 

 

A TALE OF TWO RICH MEN 

 

Zacchaeus’ response to Jesus’ call is immediate, joyful and whole-hearted. 

Without any prompting, Zacchaeus decided to give half of his possessions to 

the poor and pay back four times as much as he had ever extorted from 

anyone. This astonishingly generous response to Jesus’ grace stands in stark 

contrast to the story in Luke 18 of the rich ruler, who was unwilling to give 

up his possessions to follow Jesus. Zacchaeus understood that he didn’t 

deserve Jesus’ forgiveness and responded with heartfelt gratitude, which he 

showed by freely and boldly giving away most of his wealth.  The rich man 

of Luke 18 tells Jesus he has followed all of the “rules,” but Jesus goes 

straight for the man’s heart and finds selfishness rather than gratitude. 

 

Read | Luke 19:8; Luke 18:18-25 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

The response of the rich man in Luke 18 shows that his love of money was 

greater than his love of God. Though he was sad about it, he decided to 

continue down his path. Is there anything in your walk that you have been 

unwilling to give to God and causes you sadness? What will it take for you to 

let go? 

 

What does Zacchaeus’ decision to give half of his goods to the poor say 

about his heart? Take some time to evaluate the state of your heart with 

regard to money and possessions. How do you compare with Zacchaeus? 

 

Christians believe that their money – all of it – belongs to God. Even if 

you’re not a believer, take a moment to put yourself in the mindset that 

everything you have belongs to God. Would having this perspective change 

the way you deal with possessions? If so, list some specific examples. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A8%3B+Luke+18%3A18-25&version=NIV
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Day 5 
June 22 

 

 

Pray | For godly sorrow over your sins 

 

BIBLICAL REPENTANCE 

 

Zacchaeus was convicted of his wrongdoing to the point he willingly 

confessed his extortion and demonstrated his repentance by vowing to make 

full restitution and more to those he had victimized. Jesus responded by 

saying that salvation had come to Zacchaeus’ house. Zacchaeus’ salvation 

was based on his response to Jesus. What’s more, his saving faith expresses 

itself in a changed life.  

 

Zacchaeus’ story is a beautiful representation of the mission of Jesus: to 

pursue the unrighteous – people born into sin, slaves to sin and separated 

from God. In other words, all of us! God rejoices when people hear the 

gospel and are moved to admit their guilt, confess their wrongdoings and 

trust in the finished work of Jesus. 

 

 

Read | Luke 19:8-10; 2 Cor 7:9-11 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

In the encounter between Zacchaeus and Jesus, how did Zacchaeus 

demonstrate some of the qualities Paul listed in the passage you just read in 2 

Corinthians? What can you learn from Zacchaeus’ response? 

 

God delights in our heartfelt expressions of repentance, of a changed life, 

when we put our faith in him. These expressions can include generosity to 

the poor, acts of service, pursuing loving relationships with others and 

spending daily quiet time with God. What are some of the ways that you 

demonstrate your gratitude for God’s saving grace?   

 

Maybe you haven’t yet admitted your guilt, confessed your sins and put your 

faith in Jesus. What is holding you back? Talk to God; tell him sincerely 

about your objections and fears, and then open your heart to hear his 

response. 

 

 

 

 

 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A8-10%3B+2+Cor+7%3A9-11&version=NIV

