
5. The rich man ignores the needs of a poor, diseased beggar at his front doorstep. How is 
this proof that he is unfaithful to God and to God’s Word. 

6. If Jesus had been the rich man’s teacher, not just his Savior, how would that have impacted 
his life (i.e., what would he have learned from listening to Jesus and watching Jesus)?  

7. How are spiritual disciplines (like giving and praying) relational practices that deepen our 
trust in and love for God, thereby opening our hearts to the transforming power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

8. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important for you 
to remember and apply? 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God wants us to see how we are part of his bigger story because our lives are shaped by the 
story we believe we’re in. 

The story Jesus tells in Luke 16 seems to be simply about the dangers of conspicuous 
consumption. But it’s about something more, something deeper. The end result, if we absorb his 
teaching, will impact our consumption, but it will impact it because something deeper than 
budgeting differently will be at work in our hearts. 

FOUR LESSONS 

1. W___________________ hardens our heart toward others.  

What we see in this story is the true ______________________ of the life of a person 
who loves money. 

You have to ______________________________ the corrupting power of money 
and wealth. 

2. It’s frighteningly easy to _____________________________? 

Jared Wilson: “This rich man loved himself a lot. This is very, very easy for anyone to do, 
and it is very, very easy to be self-involved all the way into self-destruction. It is quite easy to 
go to hell. …All you have to do to go to hell is not rock the boat. Accept the status quo.” 



3. Loving money makes us _______________ to God. 

The rich man ignores the needs of a poor, diseased beggar at his front doorstep, and in so 
doing __________________ he is unfaithful to God and to God’s Word. 

We simply will not __________________ to God when money has our devoted 
attention. 

4. You can’t ________________________ loving money. 

Inside-out or Outside in? 

To love money less we have to intentionally ________________________ our lives 
around relational practices (i.e., spiritual disciplines) that deepen our trust in and love for 
God, thereby opening our hearts to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. 

Dallas Willard: “Many people think of Jesus as our Savior, as the one who will get us into 
heaven. So the question often is “Have I accepted Jesus as my Savior?” But we never ask 
the question “Have I accepted Jesus as my teacher?” And that’s the real question. With the 
disciples, it began there. They began by accepting him as their teacher, and then accepting 
him as their Savior—which included, of course, their eternal destiny—was a natural outflow 
of that. But they started with Jesus as their teacher, because we all have to learn how to 
live.” 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Luke 16:11-15,19-31 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught your 
attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. Pastor Henry starts the sermon by talking about the cost of a high end Birkin purse. What 
was your reaction to learning of the cost?  

3. Read Luke 16:11-15,19-31. Why do you think wealth hardens our hearts toward others in 
need?  

4. What do you think about the idea that it is frighteningly easy to go to hell?


