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SERMON 2: “High-maintenance God” 
TEXT: Exodus 5 –14                                                                        
DATE: January 7/8, 2017 

“The Elantrians were very lax gods. They didn’t really care if the people worshipped 
them—they were secure in their divinity.” (Brandon Sanderson, Elantris) 

Low-maintenance God: A God who helps us when we ________ him, keeps us 
company when we __________ him, and doesn’t really care when we ________ 
him. 

Exodus 5:1-3 

High-maintenance God: A God who executes judgment, demands obedience, and 
expects _____________. 

What if God pronounces judgment, demands obedience, and expects worship because 
he __________________________? 

1. What if God judges in order to _____________ us? 

The plagues are sent to save the ________________. (Exodus 3:19-20) 

The plagues are sent to save the ______________. (Exodus 9:18-19,14-15) 

The plagues are sent to save ___________________________. (Exodus 9:16) 

2. What if God demands obedience to _____________ us?  
Exodus 7 – 12: Genesis 4:6-7 

10 Plagues: 

• Nile to blood 
• Frogs 
• Gnats 
• Flies 
• Livestock die 
• Boils 
• Hail  
• Locusts 
• Darkness 
• Passover 

Genesis 1: 1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth 
was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. 

God is saying, that disobedience defies how we are created. Disobedience 
unleashes forces of disorder and chaos. The plagues are a symbolic demonstration 
of how disobedience unleashes horrors into the world. 

3. What if God expects to be worshipped to _____________ us? 
Exodus 5:1-3; Psalm 16:11; 1 Corinthians 10:31 

God doesn’t call us to worship to meet a need in him; he calls us to worship to 
_____________ the deepest need in us. 

The low-maintenance God can’t exist. If God doesn’t really care if people worship 
him—knowing we will worship something and nothing is better to worship than him—
then he doesn’t really care. When the most powerful being in the universe doesn’t 
really care about you, why would he help you when you need him and be there 
for you when you want him? The best you can hope for is that he’ll ignore you. 

Matthew 27: 45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until 
the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, 
…“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. When the term “low maintenance” is applied to a person, it usually refers to 
someone who doesn't demand a great deal of attention. Why would someone 
want a low-maintenance God?  

3. Read Exodus 9:13-21. List all the ways you see judgment and salvation linked.  

4. When Christ returns, this age will end in a final judgment. How is the final judgment 
related to salvation, understood in its broadest sense? (Hint: Salvation is salvation 
from God’s wrath against sin and evil. We will be saved in the final judgment so 
that we can live with God in the new creation.) 

5. How would you explain to a fourth grader how obeying God is for our own 
good? 

6. We are designed to worship. We will worship God or worship the things he 
created. How have you seen this dynamic at work in your own life? 

7. Reflect on the following idea from the sermon: The low-maintenance God can’t 
exist. If God doesn’t really care if people worship him—knowing we will worship 
something and nothing is better to worship than him—then he doesn’t really care. 
When the most powerful being in the universe doesn’t really care about you, why 
would he help you when you need him and be there for you when you want him? 
The best you can hope for is that he’ll ignore you. 

8. Look back at your notes. The word “darkness” is in bold three times. How are these 
three occurrences of darkness related to each other? 

9. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply. 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION 
What is God's plan?

Family Discussion Questions:  

1. Why did God bring the plagues on Egypt? 

2. How does God judgment demonstrate his love? 

3. If God never judged evil, what kind of a God would he be?

CHRIST CONNECTION 
Jesus is the sovereign King who promises to return, rescue his people,  

and put an end to all suffering and oppression.


