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Day 1 
January 9 

 

Pray | Thank God for sending a perfect sacrifice in your place. 
 

GOD’S JUDGMENT IS severe, and his mercy is great. 
 
Pharaoh was the leader of the Egyptians, whose cruelty had enslaved 
God’s chosen people, the Israelites, for hundreds of years. Moses now 
stands before Pharaoh, demanding that he release them in God’s name, 
which he rejects. God sends plague after plague upon Egypt, inspiring 
Pharaoh’s empty promises to release the people. God has had mercy each 
time, and now his judgment will be more severe, and his mercy will be 
greater. God warns Egypt and the Israelites alike of the impending 
judgment, offering an escape. 
 
Every firstborn will die unless God’s strict instructions are followed. Not 
only was this plague a judgment for the Egyptians, but it also was for the 
Israelites. Being God’s chosen people did not exempt them from God’s 
holy wrath and judgment for sins. Even his chosen people are sinners, 
deserving of judgment. Because God’s mercy is so great, he offered an 
atonement then, just as he offers an atonement now in Jesus Christ. 

 

Read | Exodus 12:1–13; 29–30 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following for reflection. 
 

What parallels can you find between your own sins and Pharaoh’s? Ask 
God where you may be more alike than you care to admit. 
 
God’s judgment on Egypt was severe. He conquered their false god, 
proving himself as the one true God, and he conquered their false sense 
of self in cutting off the line of succession to the throne of Egypt. But he 
was merciful and warned Egypt of the coming judgment. When do you 
exalt yourself against God’s rule and forget to bow to him? 
 
None of us are exempt from God’s judgment. Our sins have ripple 
effects on the world around us that God, in his mercy, keeps us from 
seeing. We all have our own grievous acts to pay for. But God already 
has forgiven us by sending Jesus as our perfect replacement. What sins 
are you grateful that God has forgiven? Spend some time thanking God 
for washing your slate clean. 
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Day 2 
January 10 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to help you trust him when you don’t understand 
him. 

 
GOD ALWAYS PROVIDES a way out, however strange that may look. 
 
God gives the Israelites very specific instructions for this fateful night in 
Egypt. He warns all of Egypt, Egyptians and Israelites alike, of the 
judgment to come. This judgment was not unlike Pharaoh’s judgment 
decades earlier in which he instructed that every male baby be killed and 
thrown into the river. This was an attempt to kill the Deliverer that was 
prophesied to deliver the Israelites from Pharaoh’s slavery. Moses, now 
the Deliverer, was the sole survivor of this judgment. Decades later, God 
is bringing a similar judgment upon all of Egypt, with an escape clause. 
The Israelites are to provide a spotless lamb or goat as a sacrifice to God, 
(Later Jesus would take the place of this spotless sacrifice for all of us!). 
They were to roast the sacrifice in a very particular way and were to 
dress and stand a certain way when partaking of this meal! All of these 
things were to remind the Israelites for years to come of God’s deliver-
ance. The Israelites were obedient and were spared. 

 

Read | Exodus 12:1–13, 29–32 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following for reflection. 
 

How have you responded to God when his instructions to you didn’t 
make sense, and what was the outcome? 
 
God warned Pharaoh and the Israelites alike of his impending judgment, 
just as he does for us. In what ways have you ignored some of God’s 
warnings? 
 
The Israelites’ Passover meal was to commemorate this great exodus 
from Egypt. We do the same today with our national holidays and our 
Never Forget slogan. How does remembering God’s guidance in the past 
affect your confidence in his future guidance? 
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Day 3 
January 11 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to help you be still and trust in his plan for you. 
 
WHAT GOD KNEW, the Israelites did not. 
 
The Israelites were free to leave Egypt! What a time of rejoicing that 
must have been, though there was no time to stop and celebrate. They 
needed to leave Egypt as soon as possible, and a new battle had just be-
gun. Pharaoh once again changed his mind and chased after his biggest 
commodity: the Israelites. And he played right into God’s plan. God 
wanted to take the Israelites to the Promised Land, but he needed to do 
so in a roundabout way for many reasons. For one, this path would keep 
them out of the path of war with the Philistines, which they weren’t 
ready for. He knew this, but they didn’t. So they ended up trapped be-
tween Pharaoh’s intimidating, approaching army and the Red Sea. God 
had a plan to save the Israelites and show his glory to the Egyptians and 
Israelites and to end the Egyptians’ rule over the Israelites once and for 
all. But still they feared. And quickly they forgot that God was working 
on their behalf! 

 

Read | Exodus 13:17–22; 14:10–14
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following for reflection. 
 
Sometimes God leads us the long way around because we aren’t ready 
for battle. Think of a time when God has led you down a path that 
seemed to be off course—off your own course or even off the course you 
were certain God had for you. Perhaps there was something he was keep-
ing you from out of his mercy. Confess your tendency to have more faith 
in what you see than in what God sees, and thank him for his mercy! 
 
When does what you see in front of you become more of a reality than 
God’s promises to you? 
 
In Exodus 14:14 Moses says to the Israelites, “The LORD will fight for 
you, and you have only to be silent.” In 2 Chronicles 20:15 God tell the 
Israelites, “The battle is not yours but God’s.” When do you need to be 
silent and let God fight for you? 
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Day 4 
January 12 

 

 

Pray | Thank God for the privilege of being on display for him. 
 
“I’M WATCHING YOU, Wazowski. Always watching.” 
—Roz, Monsters, Inc. 
 
Pastor Henry taught a number of weeks ago about God’s work in the 
lives of people around us who are watching us. There are always people 
watching—watching to see how we do life, watching to see where and 
how we manage our slip-ups, watching to see what this Jesus really looks 
like. We are the only picture of Jesus some will see on earth. We are his 
branding, so to speak! In today’s passages, God declares that he will get 
the glory over Pharaoh and that the Egyptians will know that he is God. 
And sure enough, in verse 25, the Egyptians do just that.  
 
We have been set apart for God’s work. We submit ourselves to God so 
that he can use us to further his kingdom in whatever way he sees fit, and 
sometimes that means we are on display for someone whose heart God is 
at work in. 

 

Read | Exodus 14:1–10, 21–25 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following for reflection. 
 
If someone knew nothing about God other than what you show and tell 
them, what do you think their picture of God would be? 
 
Think and reflect on how you feel about being on display for God. 
 
The Israelites were used by God to show his glory and might to the 
Egyptians. In spite of their fear and distrust, over and over again God 
continued to use them, and his glory continued to be displayed through 
this imperfect people. Praise God for working through you and 
sometimes in spite of you. 
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Day 5 
January 13 

 

 

Pray | Ask God for more understanding of your redemption. 
 
THE STORY OF the Israelites’ freedom from slavery is a direct parallel 
to our freedom from slavery to our sins. 
 
In this week’s story, God was doing the work of delivering the Israelites 
from slavery to the Egyptians, just as he is doing the work in our hearts 
to free us from slavery to sin. The Israelites passed from slavery into 
freedom when they walked across the sea on dry ground, and the Egyp-
tians, trying to follow without reliance on God, were swallowed up by 
that sea, thus physically freeing the Israelites from their bondage forever.  
 
The Israelites were freed from the Egyptians physically, but they still did 
not fully realize their freedom, nor did they always act like free people, 
just as we do not fully comprehend that our own debts have been paid. 
But the inability to grasp our freedom doesn’t change its reality. We are 
free. Jesus paid our debts on the cross as our unblemished lamb. 

 

Read | Exodus 14:21–31 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following for reflection. 
 
Despite the Israelites’ fears and foibles that we have seen this week, God 
was doing the work to ensure they were freed from slavery, just as he has 
done the work to ensure our freedom from slavery to sin. When and why 
is it difficult for you to accept this free gift? 
 
Exodus 14:30 says that God saved Israel from the Egyptians. God also 
saves us from our sins. Why, then, is it important that we give all glory 
and praise to God for his salvation rather than thinking we have contrib-
uted something?  
 
God is mighty and gracious and loving. His mercy extends to anyone 
who will listen and obey, as we saw in Day 2. However, the sacrifice of a 
lamb or goat was only a short-term atonement. A more permanent one 
needed to be made, so he sacrificed himself to cover all our sins. Spend 
some intentional time praising God for this and recognizing its 
significance for you! 
 
 
 
 
Portions of this study were adapted from Ed Stetzer and Trevin Wax, eds., The Gospel Project 
Chronological: God Delivers, Vol. 2, Adult Personal Study Guide ESV,. (Nashville, TN: LifeWay 
Christian Resources, 2015). Used by permission. 
 
Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright 
© 1996, 2004, 2007, 2013, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale 
House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. 
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