
5. How have you seen God use your suffering for HIs glory and the good of both 
you and others? 

6. Jesus doesn’t always save us from suffering even though we might think that would 
be best. He does something better: He enters into our suffering with us, suffers for 
us and through us. This is a message that shows up throughout scriptures. Read 
these passages and be reminded of this important biblical truth:  
 
Joshua 1:9; “Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go.”  
 

Psalm 27:14; “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let you heart take courage; wait 
for the Lord!” 
 

Isaiah 41:10; “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I 
will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
 

Matthew 10:28; “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”  
 

2 Timothy 1:7; “For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and 
self-control.”  

7. What’s one key personal takeaway from this passage and the sermon? 

God’s Prisoner (Part 1) 
“If Faith is the Fuel, Hope is the Power” 

Acts 23:1-24 

Hope in the resurrection gives tremendous confidence, courage, and power. 

“We don’t believe something by merely saying we believe it, or even when we believe 
that we believe it. We believe something when we act as if it were true.”  
(Dallas Willard) 
 
If we don’t live in the bigger story, we will settle for a cheap alternative. 

 

1. Paul has unwavering hope in the resurrection. 

 5 Characteristics that Demonstrate The Power of Hope: 

1. Paul was honest. 
Acts 23:1 

2. Paul was prophetic. 
Acts 23:3 

3. Paul was respectful of scripture. 
Acts 23:5 

4. Paul was strategic strategic.  
Acts 23:6a 

5. Paul was confessional. 
Acts 23:6b 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Missional Application 
God calls us to courageously testify to the gospel,  

even when the cost of telling the truth is high. 

Christ Connection 
Paul’s confidence in the midst of trying circumstances came from his belief that the 

faithfulness of God that was shown through the cross and resurrection of Jesus 
would sustain him through persecution and trial. 



2. Paul is strengthened through the Lord’s presence. 
 
Jesus shows up and comforts Paul closely.  
Acts 23:11 
 
Jesus tells him that he will not only protect him in Jerusalem but all the way to 
Rome. Acts 23:11 
 
Courage is not the absence of fear. Courage is acting in the face of fear.  
Courage is being afraid of something and doing it anyway…  

 

3. Paul is protected through surprising circumstances. 
 
God often uses unlikely characters to change the course of history. 
 
“There are no burning bushes involved in Paul’s rescue. No light shows. Paul’s life is 
spared as a result of people doing what’s in front of them. God uses their actions 
to accomplish his purposes.” - Tony Merida  
 
“If Christians see ourselves as people who are ‘losing’ the culture rather than 
people who have been sent on a mission to a culture, we will be outraged and 
hopeless instead of compassionate and convictional. If we do not love our mission 
field, we will have nothing to say to it.” - Russell Moore 

 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions 
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. How do the characteristics Paul demonstrated in his trial help us as we stand firm in 
what we believe in our culture today? 

3. Which of the five characteristics of hope as demonstrated by Paul do you see most 
in your life? Which of these characteristics do you desire to demonstrate more? 

4. Read Acts 16:9, 18:9-10, 22:17,21, 27:23-24. How has Christ appeared to you or 
been present with you, comforted and encouraged you in difficult seasons of your 
life?

Family Discussion Questions 
1. Talk about a time difficult time in your life and describe how you felt God’s 

presence and power. 
2. What is something happening in your life or in our family right now that we can 

pray about together to ask God to be present with us? 
3. Look up the definition of hope together as a family. How does this definition 

apply to our faith in God and his promises? 
4. How does our hope in God’s promises help us to be confident and courageous in 

all circumstances?


