
Jesus teaches us that everything we do is part of a big story. It’s God’s BIG story. In God’s story, 
everything we do is small, even when it seems big. But we are not small because were part of his 
kingdom. And all the small things we do are part of something really big.  

5. If most kingdom work is done in ordinary time by ordinary people doing ordinary things, 
what are the implications of that for your daily life? 

6. If most kingdom impact is hidden from view, even your view, what are the implications of 
that for your life?  

7. If most kingdom work we do outside of ordinary time is small and hidden from the view of 
most people, what are the implications of that for your life? 

8. Why is it important to find the meaning and the joy in the small things you do with God 
and for God in your everyday life?  

9. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important for you 
to remember and apply? 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Drew Dudley’s Story 

Kingdom Moments 

• A simple, everyday action that __________________ someone positively. 

• An action you may not ____________________ happened. 

• A moment you may never even __________________ happened. 

Jesus says, “Seek first the kingdom.” Make God and his agenda your first priority. I think we turn 
this into something too big for us to do, like seeking first the kingdom means do something big 
and flashy, like quitting your job and going out to CHANGE THE WORLD. We’re not sure what 
seeking first the kingdom is, but we’re pretty sure our life doesn’t qualify.  So we start to devalue 
the things that we can do every day and things we do every day for God’s kingdom. And we 
take moments where we truly are doing the work of God’s kingdom and we don't celebrate 
those moments or feel good about them. We lack joy.  

Surprising, Offensive, and Shocking Characteristics of The Kingdom of God 

• S____________ 

• H____________ 

• S____________ 

• U____________ 



Why the Surprise, Offense, and Shock? 

• Not what was ________________. 

• It seems to ___________________ the Prophets. 

The Already/Not Yet Kingdom 

Jesus teaches us that everything we do is part of a big story. It’s God’s BIG story. In God’s 
story, everything we do is small, even when it seems big. But we are not small because were 
part of his kingdom. And all the small things we do are part of something really big. 

Implications 

• Most ________________________ is done in ordinary time by ordinary people doing 
ordinary things. 

• Most _________________________ is hidden from view, even your view. 

• Most kingdom work we do outside of _______________________ is small and hidden 
from the view of most people. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Matthew 13:31-33 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught your 
attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. Drew Dudley gives talks all over North America where he speaks about “Lollipop 
Moments”—a moment when one life influences another life for something good. Share a 
“lollipop moment” where someone influenced you? If you can’t think of a “moment,” who is 
someone in your life who influenced you positively but may not even realize how much they 
influenced you?  

3. Read Matthew 13:31-33. What characterizes the kingdom of God according to Jesus> 

4. Why is Jesus’ description of the kingdom in these two parables surprising, offensive, and 
shocking for many who first heard it?


