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Day 1 
January 25 

 

Pray |  

Pray: Thank God for sending Jesus to conquer sin and death for you. 
 
HEAVEN AND HELL are real, separate, and forever. 
 
This week we’ll be looking closely at Jesus’ story of Lazarus (a poor 
beggar) and the rich man. Jesus uses this story to paint a powerful picture 
of what happens to our souls after our life on this earth ends. The story 
tells of two potential destinations. Lazarus went to heaven, with the 
angels at Abraham’s side, while the rich man went to Hades, or hell. 
 
The story paints a clear picture of many aspects of heaven and hell. 
Focusing on verse 25-26, Abraham describes the separation between 
heaven and hell, as well as the fact that no one moves between them. The 
sobering reminder and truth is that we each have one life to live, and our 
eternal destination will be determined by our decisions in this life—
really just one decision. Who or what is Lord of your life: Jesus Christ, 
you, money, family, career, comfort? 
 

 

Read | Luke 16:19-31 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Are heaven and hell real to you? How does the reality of heaven and hell 
impact your decision making in this life? 
 
Do you think the reward of heaven and/or the punishment of hell should 
be a primary motivator for behavior and decision making here on earth? 
Why or why not? 
 
One definition of hell is “eternal and complete separation from God.” 
How is that different, and so much worse, than the separation a person 
who does not follow Jesus Christ experiences here on earth? 
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Day 2 
January 26 

 

 

Pray | Thank God for the undeserved blessings he showers on you daily. 
 
HELL IS FRIGHTENINGLY easy to get into. 
 
In Jesus’ story of Lazarus and the rich man, it appears that the rich man 
ended up in hell because he had “many good things” in his life on earth 
(Luke 16:25). Clearly there’s more to the story than that. The clear 
implication is that the rich man did not use his wealth to help those in 
need. The eternal implications of this expectation, that those who are 
blessed with much are to help those in need, is more clearly emphasized 
in our Scripture reading for today. 
 
This should be a wake-up call for all of us who are so richly blessed by 
God. The path to hell is an easy and natural one to follow. We need to be 
constantly examining our priorities. Are we building up bigger 
“storehouses” to secure our earthly comfort at the expense of helping 
those truly in need? Make dependence on Jesus your top priority. 
 

 
Read | Matthew 25:31-46 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
In Matthew 19:24 Jesus says “Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God.” In your own words, describe the challenge of wealth 
that Jesus is referring to here. How do you proactively address this 
challenge in your life? 
 
It’s not at all clear from the story of Lazarus and the rich man that 
Lazarus did anything that would get him into heaven. What is the key 
factor that makes the path to heaven less complex for a person with no 
material possessions here on earth? 
 
In our highly interconnected world, there are so many ways to provide 
resources to those in need. Some of these ways are in the name of Jesus 
Christ, and some are not. How important is it that followers of Jesus 
Christ help those in need in the name of Jesus Christ? 
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Day 3 
January 27 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to make heaven and hell real to you. 
 
LOVE FOR OUR neighbors plus the reality of heaven and hell equals 
powerful motivation to live and share the gospel message. 
 
We see in Luke 16:27-28 that the reality of heaven and hell clearly 
impacted the rich man. He begs Abraham to send Lazarus back to his 
family to warn them. Clearly he’s not completely selfish—or is he? 
Caring for the needs of family is important, but family is a natural 
extension of self. Prioritizing the security and comfort of family over 
caring for others in need is another trap that many of us fall into.  
 
Jesus calls His followers to love God above all—and then our neighbors. 
When the reality of heaven and hell are established in our minds, a 
natural result of love for our neighbors is a desire for them to live in 
eternity with God and not separated from God. Evidence in our lives of 
investments like this are a good indicator of the health of our relationship 
with Jesus Christ and our dependence on Him. 
 

 

Read | Luke 16:19-31 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
Abraham’s response to the rich man’s request to send Lazarus back to 
warn his family is “They have Moses and the Prophets, let them hear 
them.” What does Abraham mean by this? What are the implications for 
followers of Jesus, seeking to live out the Great Commission: “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing then in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20)? 
 
How do you go about determining what’s enough when it comes to 
providing security and comfort for your family versus helping your 
neighbors in need? 
 
The reality of living out the gospel and sharing the gospel with your 
neighbors can take many forms. Take a few minutes to contemplate how 
you make this real in your life. Do you feel content or discontent with the 
list? What might God be telling you through this exercise? 
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Day 4 
January 28 

 

 

Pray | Ask God for the courage and wisdom to speak about heaven and 
hell. 

 
“While heaven is a monument to God’s grace, hell is a monument to 
God’s eternal image.” —Wayne Stiles1 
 
The topic of hell is the subject of much debate and controversy.  
Questions like these are regularly raised: 1. Why is hell necessary? 2. 
Why would a loving God create a place like hell?  3. Why can’t everyone 
be saved?  4. Are people tortured in hell?   That seems so vengeful.  
 
As followers of Jesus Christ, it’s critical that we can clearly articulate 
what the Bible says and what we believe on this difficult and sensitive 
topic.  The amazing fact is that we are created in God’s image, with free 
will and an eternal soul.   This implies major responsibilities and 
consequences.   Our souls must reside somewhere in eternity.  God 
desperately desires that it’s with Him in heaven.  He has made a clear 
path to that end, but as truly special creatures, created in His image, He 
cannot choose that path for us. 

 
Read | John 3:16-21 

1. Wayne Stiles, “Is Hell Really Necessary?” WayneStiles.com, August 9, 2013, 
http://www.waynestiles.com/is-hell-necessary/ 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
What is the significance of God’s creation of humans with free will? 
Would everything be better if we didn’t have free will? 
 
C.S Lewis wrote, “I willingly believe that the damned [those going to 
hell] are, in one sense, successful rebels to the end; that the doors of hell 
are locked on the inside.”2 With that image in mind, how can you, as a 
follower of Jesus Christ, open the eyes of the rebels to the opportunity of 
unlocking that door? 
 
Does the church of Jesus Christ spend enough time talking about hell and 
heaven? Explain your answer. 
  

2. C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain, in The Complete C. S. Lewis Signature Classics 
(San Francisco: HarperCollins, 2009), 626. 
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Day 5 
January 29 

 

 

Pray | Thank God for preparing a place of eternal peace and joy. 
 
THE HAPPINESS AND contentment of heaven is beyond human 
comprehension. 
 
For all the controversy that surrounds the existence of, the nature of, and 
the need for hell, there is much less controversy about heaven. Worldly 
human nature is much more willing to accept there is a reward for those 
who comply as opposed to a punishment for those who do not. 
 
That’s not to say there isn’t disillusionment about heaven. Much of the 
imagery of heaven is shaped by weak and incomplete human 
interpretations of descriptions of heaven, leading to views of heaven as 
boring and undesirable. Nothing could be further from the truth. Our 
Creator knows what makes us joyful and content, and you can be assured 
that this ultimate reward for a life lived with Jesus as Lord will be more 
amazing than you can possibly imagine. 
 

 

Read | Revelation 21:1-5 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Is your image of heaven amazing and inspiring enough to change your 
behaviors and priorities here on earth? For example, could you bypass an 
expensive adventure here on earth and use the money to help people in 
need because you know you’ll experience even more and better in 
heaven? If not, perhaps you need to work on your image of heaven. Start 
by reading Randy Alcorn’s book Heaven. 
 
Take a few minutes to write down a description of your vision of heaven. 
Make it real and tangible, not just fake, fluffy words that don’t mean 
anything to you. Reflect on your description. Is it a description that 
would convince someone else that you really wanted to be there someday? 
If not, consider what might be holding back your vision for heaven, and 
take steps to expand your vision. 
 
Heaven and hell are critical parts of the story of God. What role should 
the reality of heaven and hell play in bringing people to Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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