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Day 1 
February 1 

 

  

Pray | Ask God to help you see the less fortunate. 
 
JARED C. WILSON devoted an entire chapter of his book The 
Storytelling God to the idea that Jesus is for losers. Though this may 
seem harsh and not an idea that you agree with at first, as you read the 
parables in this week’s lesson, you may come to agree with him.  
 
The parables focus on humility and the fact that God is anxious to have a 
table full of guests who need him. He doesn’t want self-sufficient folks 
who have accomplished amazing things on their own. He wants his 
followers to rely on him for everything and recognize and acknowledge 
that what they have comes from him. 
 

 

Read | Luke 14:12-24 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Jesus encouraged the people with him to invite those who couldn’t repay 
them when they give a dinner or banquet. When you think of doing 
something for someone, is it typically for someone who can repay the 
favor? 
 
The people who said they would attend the banquet gave excuses as to 
why they couldn’t attend when the banquet was ready. What excuses do 
you give God when he prompts you to do something for him that you 
don’t want to do? 
 
Giving a banquet is a personal endeavor. It requires inviting people to 
spend time with you and eat with you, which is very different than just 
giving someone money so they can have a meal. When you help those 
less fortunate than you are, do you do it in a personal way? 
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Day 2 
February 2 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to help you be genuine. 
 
THE ORIGINAL INVITEES in today’s parable are reminiscent of nice 
Minnesotans or good churchgoers. They are very nice and polite, even 
when they are rejecting an invitation to the greatest banquet of all time, 
the kingdom of God. 
 
These people seem nice to an outsider and appear to have everything 
together. But, they are more concerned with their possessions, real estate, 
and families to honor their commitments and are willing to forfeit their 
place of honor at a banquet they committed to go to. 
 
People who seem to have everything under control typically need God 
the most, but they are the least likely to reach out to him. Consider this as 
you examine your life and think about people around you who may need 
an invitation to the banquet and a relationship with Jesus. 
 

 
Read | Luke 14:12-24 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Toward the end of the parable of the great banquet, many people who 
weren’t originally invited have been welcomed in, and those initially 
invited have been excluded. What was your response to God’s invitation 
to you? Speak to a friend, small group leader, or pastor if you have 
questions related to God’s call on your life. 
 
The people who were spending time with Jesus in Luke 14:15 thought 
their place in the kingdom of God was secure, unlike the Gentiles, who 
could be found along the highways and hedges, outside of the city. Do 
you ever find yourself thinking this way about a particular group or type 
of people? 
 
The man who gave the banquet in this parable is God, and the banquet is 
his kingdom. God invited the poor, crippled, blind, and lame and 
searched far and wide with no exclusions so his house would be full. 
What category of invitees do you find yourself most closely aligned with? 
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Day 3 
February 3 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to help you be true to your word. 
 
GOD IS LIKE a good host. He invites his guests to his events ahead of 
time, giving them plenty of notice. Then he prepares the best food for 
them. When everything is ready, he sends out servants to let the guests 
know it is time to come and celebrate with him. 
 
But instead of coming and sharing in his joy as we promised, we often 
ignore the invitation because we are too busy with our lives. Our families, 
careers, the longing to have more things, or other idols have taken the 
place of prominence that rightfully belongs to God. 
 
God then finds people who are willing to spend their precious time with 
him. He finds these people in unlikely places: on the bad side of town, 
homeless shelters, rehab facilities, and even extremist camps. God is 
looking for people who will give him their hearts. 
 

 

Read | Matthew 22:1-14 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
In the parable of the wedding feast, emphasis is placed on the preparation 
required by the host. How has God prepared for you and tried to entice 
you to his kingdom? 
 
As in the parable of the great banquet, those invited and who accepted 
the invitation refuse to come. In this case, some of them seize the 
servants who are sent for them because they are too busy with their daily 
lives. How have you allowed the idols in your life, such as work, family, 
or possessions to distract you from God’s calling? 
 
The king was not picky about who was invited to the wedding feast. He 
instructed his servants to go and invite both bad and good. The only 
requirement was that they all wear a wedding garment. Do you put on 
your new self (see Ephesians 4:24) daily so you are clothed in the 
righteousness and holiness that can only come from God? 
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Day 4 
February 4 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to grant you humility. 
 
HOW DOES GOD react when we trust in ourselves and think we are 
better than others? He tells a story of two men: one who is full of himself 
and spouts off a list of all of the great things he has done and another 
who can’t even lift his eyes to heaven and asks for mercy because he 
knows he is a sinner. 
 
God has no use for people who don’t need him. God wants us to 
recognize that we are nothing without him and his grace. He wants us to 
know that without his love and mercy and the sacrifice of his son, we are 
nothing. 
 

 

Read | Luke 18:9-14 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
The parable of the Pharisee and tax collector is summed up nicely in 
Luke 18:9. Who do you trust in: Yourself or God, and do you treat 
anyone with contempt? 
 
The Pharisee reveals who is number one in his life as he prays by using 
the word I five times and only addressing God at the beginning of his 
recital of good deeds. If someone was listening to your prayer, would you 
sound more like the Pharisee or the tax collector? 
 
The key difference between the Pharisee and the tax collector is humility. 
The Pharisee is so intent on how much better he is than those around him 
that he can’t see how far off the true path he has strayed. The tax 
collector knows he is a sinner who needs help—and that help must come 
from God. Do you identify with the religious Pharisee or the “loser” tax 
collector? 
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Day 5 
February 5 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to help you serve others. 
 
MEDITATING ON LUKE 14:11, “For everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted,” brought 
Matthew 6:33 to mind. If we really seek God’s kingdom and his 
righteousness first, we won’t need to worry about humility. Our priorities 
will be straight: on the maker of the universe, not on ourselves. 
Everything else will fall into place when we put our idols aside and put 
God in his rightful place as the Lord of our lives. 
 
This is brought home in the parable of the wedding feast. Jesus very 
clearly tells those who have chosen places of honor for themselves that 
their behavior isn’t acceptable. If we want to be great in God’s kingdom, 
we need to make ourselves last and the servant of all (see Mark 9:35). 
 

 

Read | Luke 14:7–11 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
The parable of the wedding feast is prompted by guests who choose 
places of honor at the table because they think they deserve them. Do 
you tend to humble or exalt yourself in the presence of others? 
 
Pride is a tricky thing. Not having enough could land you in a position of 
being stepped on or even abused. Having too much, as we’ve seen in this 
week’s parables, may result in being turned away from God’s banquet. 
How can you find the correct balance between having self-worth and not 
being full of yourself, but God? 
 
In order to humble yourself, you have to think of someone other than 
yourself. You have to consider that someone else may be more important 
than you, have a need that you can meet, or even know more than you 
and be able to give you advice or guidance. How can you humble 
yourself today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
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