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Day 1 
February 8 

 

  

Pray | Thank God for His faithfulness in good times and in bad. 
 
PARABLES WERE USED in the Old Testament, not just the New 
Testament. Today we will consider one from Judges, search and find: 
Who is best suited to reign over you? 
 
There are many wonderful truths to be found in Jotham’s parable in 
Judges. First we see his purpose, in verse 7: “Listen to me . . . that God 
might listen to you”—turning hearts toward seeking God again. Then he 
presents metaphors for three “gods” that are commonly chosen by 
mankind: the olive tree, which represented fatness (having all you want), 
then the fig tree, which for Israel represented rest, safety, stability and 
provision, and lastly, the vine (vineyards represented pleasure and 
luxurious abundance). These are good things, all gifts from God, but they 
make poor rulers. 
 
When these things failed God’s people, rather than turning to the one 
who was worthy to rule over them, the one who would have provided 
abundance, safety and pleasure, they turned to the bramble: Abimelech. 
 

 

Read | Judges 9:7–21 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
We aren’t much different than ancient Israel. Which of the three “gods” 
are you most attracted to, most tempted to serve: (1) Having all you want, 
(2) safety and stability, or (3) pleasure? 
 
What happens when you attempt to serve some form of prosperity rather 
than the source of the good gifts that come down from above? 
 
In one place in the Scriptures, Jesus calls wealth “unrighteous.” It is 
unrighteous in the sense that it does not ultimately provide all that it 
promises: contentment, safety, and lasting pleasure. It lies to us. However, 
God provides all these things and, eternally, more than we can ask for or 
imagine. Whom will you choose to serve today? 
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Day 2 
February 9 

 

 

Pray | Thank God that he loved you enough that he gave his Son. 
 
WHO IS GUILTY? Another Old Testament parable was presented to 
King David by Nathan the prophet. 
 
David had sinned profoundly, having committed adultery and murder. 
Yet, although he was known as “a man after God’s own heart,” he could 
not face his sin. Even though, as he says in one of his psalms, “Night and 
day, your hand was heavy upon me,” it took a parable from Nathan for 
him to stop lying to himself, to break into the freedom of repentance. 
 
Nathan tells David the story of a wealthy man who steals and slaughters 
the lamb of a poor man. David says the man should be put to death. Then 
the fateful words are uttered by Nathan: “You are the man.” David then 
took responsibility, took ownership, of his sin. He could blame no 
other . . . yet his sin was forgiven. 
 

 
Read | 2 Samuel 12:1–13 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
Take a deeply honest look at yourself: Do you blame others to avoid 
taking responsibility for your own faults? Do you own your sins? Are 
you truly among the guilty? (Please, no “Yes, . . . but” answers.) 
 
The first qualifier for becoming a Christian is being, in deed and truth, a 
sinner. Not that sin is good, but if you aren’t a sinner, then you cannot 
become a Christian. This was the error of the Pharisees; Jesus didn’t 
come to save the righteous. How do you stack up against perfection? Are 
you truly a sinner? 
 
God wants us to know who we are. If we say we haven’t done anything 
wrong or that our faults are small compared to other people, then we 
really don’t know who we are and how serious and damaging our faults 
are. How might your little faults seriously affect the world? 
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Day 3 
February 10 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to use his Word to help you sort out your thoughts. 
 
IF THE LORD is our portion in this life, we can set our hope on him. 
 
God works with Ezekiel, using the parable of the valley of dry bones in 
order to encourage Ezekiel and, ultimately, Israel. Ezekiel is shown a 
valley that is full of dry bones. God asks Ezekiel if he thinks the bones 
can live, and then God commands Ezekiel to speak to the bones that they 
might hear the word of the Lord. The word of God brought life where 
there had been decay far beyond the point of death. 
 
God interprets the parable for Ezekiel as a promise for a wonderful future 
for the people of Israel who are, at present, in deep despair, believing that 
all hope is lost because of the fruits of their rebellion. 
 

 

Read | Ezekiel 37:1–14 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
Perhaps you are in a situation that is hopeless, where all that is left is 
slow decay after some failure of your own, or of someone close to you. 
There are countless stories of how God restored life and glory to 
hopeless situations. Will you make the Lord your portion and put your 
hope in him? 
 
It is said there are three things that we should stand in (or abide in) as 
Christians: faith, hope and love. Consider hope, the continuing, enduring 
sense of a good future. When things are going good for us, we often feel 
self-sufficient, hoping really in ourselves. How can you keep your hope 
Christ-centered? 
 
As you journey through each day, having hope is irreplaceable in living a 
life that glorifies God. Take a look at your attitude: Do you abide in hope 
through God’s promises? Make a goal to put personal faith in the 
promises of God. 
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Day 4 
February 11 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to grant you humility. 
 
THE LIVING PARABLE of Jesus. . . . In the New Testament, Jesus uses 
several parable-like statements to describe himself. These “I am” 
statements all bore witness to who he was, his purpose, and his character: 
 

I am the bread of life. 
I am the light of the world. 
I am the door. 
I am the good shepherd. 
I am the resurrection and the life. 
I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
I am the vine. 
 

It is interesting that he did not say I am a . . . , but I am the. . . . If you 
look at these statements as a whole, they make it clear that Jesus’ role 
toward us is unique and universal. 
 

 

Read | John 14:6–7 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 

 
Which of the list of “I am” statements speaks to you most about Jesus’ 
provision in your current situation? 
 
If the “I am” statements of Jesus are false, then either he is deceived, or 
he is a liar. But if they are true, what does that communicate to you 
regarding the seriousness of what you personally believe about Jesus? 
 
Consider what you know of the works of Jesus as described in the 
Gospels: the healings, his compassion, the miracles, and his ultimate 
sacrificial death. How do these works testify the “I am” statements of 
Jesus are true? 
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Day 5 
February 12 

 

 

Pray | Thank the heavenly Father for sending Jesus, God with us. 
 
IN JESUS, THE entire fullness of deity dwells in bodily form. 
 
Today’s topic is not a parable, but instead the ultimate form of the “I am” 
statements of Jesus, showing fully who he is. 
 
In a dramatic scene in Exodus, Moses wishes to know God’s name so he 
can tell Israel who sent him. God tells Moses, “I am who I am . . . tell the 
people of Israel ‘I am’ has sent me to you.” This name led to the four 
letters used for God’s name in Hebrew literature, ְיהָו֥ה (YHWH), 
considered so holy as to be unutterable to Hebrews for fear of using his 
name in vain. 
 
Imagine the shock and awe when Jesus made the statement to the Jewish 
leaders, “Before Abraham was born, I am.” The Jewish leaders 
immediately took up stones to stone him, making clear just what this 
statement meant to them: flagrant blasphemy, a reference to being 
almighty God. 
 

 

Read | Exodus 3:14 and John 8:56–59 
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Reflect | Choose one or more of the following questions for reflection. 
 
When Jesus and the disciples were caught in a storm, Jesus, after 
sleeping through most of the storm, rose and took charge over the wind 
and the sea, so immediately there was a “great calm.” The disciples 
marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this that the wind and the sea 
obey him?” What sort of man do you see Jesus as? 
 
Some believe Jesus is not God, but a prophet, a teacher, a good man with 
good ideas to make the world a better place. If he claimed to be God, but 
was not, then he was a liar. Perhaps he is the whole fullness of God in 
bodily form. Who is Jesus to you? 
 
Jesus, being God himself, has made the most pure and costly sacrifice in 
history. Through this sacrifice the great exchange can take place: our sin 
for his righteousness. The righteousness of God was given as a gift not 
just legally, but actually through the new creation, the working in you of 
that same power that raised Jesus from the dead: Christ in you, the hope 
of glory. If you haven’t already, will you commit to this faith? 
 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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