
5. Mary’s song, known as the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55), is shaped by Hannah’s prayer in 1 
Samuel 2:1-10. How might the main theme or themes of these two prayers help shape 
your life?  

6. What does it mean, in practical terms, for you to steward well your kids or something 
else you highly value (money, your reputation, your success, your home, etc.)? 

7. Looking back over this week’s teaching, reading and study, what one thing is most 
important for you to remember and apply? 

Daily Bible reflection is one of the most impactful spiritual disciplines you can practice 
throughout the week to deepen your relationship with Christ. Commit to using The Story of 1 
Samuel: A 40-Day Guided Journey through 1 Samuel on your own or as a family this week 
and throughout this series. Each day you will be reflecting on the same Scripture as hundreds 
of others within our church community. The sermons and small group studies will cover select 
passages from Acts, but this guided journey is designed to expose you to the entire book of 1 
Samuel. The 40-day journey, sermons and group study complement each other and help you 
understand and apply the message of 1 Samuel to your life. You can pick up a Guided 
Journey document each weekend in the Commons or download from fiveoakschurch.org/
dailylife. 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DISAPPOINTMENT 

DECISION 



DEDICATION 

How to Dedicate Your Children to God 

1. Make a habit of reminding yourself that your children ______________ to God, not 
to you. 

2. S__________________ your children well for God. 

3. Battle idolatry by seeking your _______________ in God and by 
___________________ in his mission. 

SMALL GROUP HOMEWORK & DISCUSSION GUIDE 
1 Samuel 1:1–2:11 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught your 
attention, challenged or confused you? 

2. Hannah’s distress is born out of her inability to have children. Sarah (Abraham’s wife), 
Rebekah (Jacob’s mother), Rachel (Joseph’s mother) before her, Elizabeth (John the 
Baptist’s mother) after her, shared this same distress and are key figures in the unfolding 
of the story of God. What does this say about God and the working out of his plans? 

3. Hannah’s despair drives her to God and away from idolizing family. She goes from 
wanting a child for herself (for her personal desires as well as her standing in the home 
and in society) to wanting a child for God. Why is disappointment and distress a prelude 
to truly dedicating to God something we value supremely? 

4. How has disappointment, distress, depression, or disillusionment helped you to battle and 
dethrone idols in your life? 


