
5. David indirectly states his need for corporate worship in 1 Samuel 26:19-20. Dale Ralph 
Davis, commenting on these verses, writes, “David would have made a poor [modern] 
evangelical; he would never have been content with his study Bible, prayer list, and a quiet 
cave.” How does worship gathered help sustain the strength and vision of worship 
scattered? 

6. Perhaps you went through a time when you did not participate in corporate worship. How 
did that impact your spiritual formation? If you have always prioritized corporate worship, 
how does corporate worship with your church community help form your faith in a way 
that would be missing without it?   

7. Read Saul’s words in 1 Samuel 24:16-20 and 26:21. Reflect on the Eugene Peterson quote 
(n the outline) regarding Saul’s speeches and jot down some of your reflections.  

8. Looking back over this week’s sermon, reading and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 
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1. Faith __________________. 
1 Samuel 26:8-12; Matthew 5:5 

Dale Ralph Davis: “Many contemporary believers would do well to let their imaginations 
run riot in regard to the adequacy and sufficiency of God. …In fact one might say faith 
needs imagination to pull out all the stops if it is even to begin to grasp the grandeur, 
majesty, and ability of Yahweh. …Our minds are so sluggish, uncreative, and proud (i.e., 
that we insist on only the facts, the dry facts) that we have desperate need of an 
imaginative faith. Surely God is praised when his people ask, ‘Who can guess how he will 
work here?’ As long as we do not try to imprison God’s freedom we should feel perfectly 
free to speculate on the measures he may use to deliver his people.” 

‘ 



2. Faith __________________.  
1 Samuel 26:19-20 

3. Faith __________________.  

Eugene Peterson: “Saul’s speech…is a classic instance of a sentimentalized spirituality. …
There is nothing in the account that suggests that Saul does not feel and believe what he is 
saying while he is saying it. But there is not character to back it up, no covenant…on which 
to build a life of repentance…and obedience, Saul displays exquisite religious emotions, but 
his life does not change in the slightest degree.” 

Daily Bible reflection is one of the most impactful spiritual disciplines you can practice throughout 
the week to deepen your relationship with Christ. Commit to using The Story of 1 Samuel: A 40-
Day Guided Journey through 1 Samuel on your own or as a family this week and throughout 
this series.You can pick up a Guided Journey document each weekend in the 
Commons or download an e-version from fiveoakschurch.org/dailylife. 

SMALL GROUP HOMEWORK & DISCUSSION GUIDE 
1 Samuel 26 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught your 
attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. What would David have lost if he had compromised on what he knew was right 
concerning Saul and taken Saul’s life? 

3. Divine imagination considers God’s perspective on our circumstances and it reflects based 
on how God has worked in the past. David applies divine imagination in 1 Samuel 26:8-12 
as he considers different ways God may resolve the situation. How does “divine 
imagination” help us when our circumstances seem dire and we’re waiting on God?  

4. David’s daring action—sneaking into Saul’s camp and taking his spear—demonstrates 
meekness (strength under control). Jesus said the meek will inherit the earth (Matthew 5:5). 
Reflecting on your experiences and struggles, why is meekness so rare?


