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Day 1 
June 1 

 
    Pray: Ask God for clarity and understanding as you move through 
this week’s study. 
 
This week we will be studying 1 Samuel, chapters 14–16. The major 
event in last week’s study was King Saul’s unlawful, unworthy, and in-
sincere sacrifice, and God’s reaction to it. Chapters 14–16 will reveal 
more of Saul’s disobedience to God’s word, God’s judgment on Saul and 
his family, and God’s redemptive plan for the nation of Israel despite the 
actions of Saul. 
 
In today’s section of the study, Jonathan moves against the Philistine 
army, while Saul, 600 of his men, and priest Ahijah stood stationary. 
Jonathan took bold action because he trusted God (see 1 Samuel 14:6). 
Jonathan was able to defeat a number of the Philistines in decisive fash-
ion. Verse 23 states, “So the Lord saved Israel that day.” God was still 
showing favor to the faithful Israelites despite King Saul’s quickly erod-
ing and disobedient leadership. 

 

 

Read | 1 Samuel 14:1–23 
 
 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Jonathan’s unassuming trust in God’s will: Jonathan and his armor bearer 
advanced on the Philistines, then waited for God’s will to indicate to 
them whether or not to go through with the attack. When you wait for 
God’s will to reveal itself, do you simply ask him for your desired end 
result, or do you relent to his will even though the answer you get may 
not be what you expected? Explain your answer. 
 
“God saved Israel that day”: The Israelites desired the leadership of a 
king for years, and God finally gave them one in King Saul. Yet it was 
not King Saul that beat the Philistines and saved Israel in this particular 
battle. What truths does this indicate to you about God’s will for Israel 
and God’s will for whom to trust in your life? 
 
In the home or the workplace, poor leadership can have destructive re-
sults on multiple people. People under poor leadership can sometimes 
think that their leaders have doomed them. Think of a time in your life 
when you were subjected to poor leadership from which you thought you 
wouldn’t be able to recover. Did you take any action or pray to God 
about it? What were the final results? 
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Day 2 
June 2 

 
    Pray | Ask God for wisdom in understanding His Word, the Bible. 

 
When those in leadership realize that their own authority figures are dis-
pleased with them, they sometimes can take harsh action to try to im-
press their superiors. In this case Saul’s superior happens to be God. 
 
Since Saul’s unlawful sacrifice in 1 Samuel 13, God has been silent to-
ward Saul. The Israeli soldiers had just finished an exhausting battle, and 
then Saul makes a rule stating that anyone who ate before evening would 
be cursed. Saul perhaps thought this would encourage his army to con-
centrate on avenging the enemies. 
 
This “curse” produced some unexpected results for Saul. His own son 
was the first to break his rule. The men were so exhausted and ravenous; 
they ate meat with blood, which was in violation of God’s law set forth 
in Leviticus 7:26. 
 

 

Read | 1 Samuel 14:24–52 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Saul was seeking God’s direction (but only after prompting by the 
priest), but God remained silent (see verse 37). How do you think God 
was at work, and how was his will shown?   
 
Have there ever been any times in your life when you felt your authority 
was being undermined or was ineffective (as a parent, supervisor, 
coworker, fellow volunteer, and so forth)? Think about how you reacted, 
and explain what we can learn from Saul’s proposed “curse” on his own 
men. 
 
Review Jonathan’s actions in this sequence of events. Verse 45 states 
that the people ransomed Jonathan so he did not die. How might this 
compare with the ransom that Jesus Christ paid for us? Read Romans 
5:6–11 for insights into what God offers through Christ’s ransom for us. 
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Day 3 
June 3 

 
    Pray | Ask God for understanding of His will especially through the 

portions of His word you read today. 
 

Saul is rejected once and for all by God in this chapter. God instructed 
Saul to destroy the Amalekite nation completely. No one was to be 
spared, including children and livestock. The Amalekites were a very 
sinful people who practiced idolatry, adultery, and constantly attacked 
Israel. God’s command to Saul, although difficult to comprehend, was 
for the good of his chosen nation, Israel. As you will see, Saul did not 
obey God. Saul’s disobedience would not only have destructive effects 
on him, but the Amalekites will keep popping up from time to time 
throughout the rest of 1 and 2 Samuel and will continue to cause major 
problems for Israel. 
 
Saul spared Amalekite King Agag and the best of the Amalekite live-
stock. Saul stated that the choice livestock were spared so they could be 
devoted to sacrifice to God. Verses 22–23 are key to today’s reading. 
Samuel informed Saul that God has rejected him once and for all. 
 

 

Read | 1 Samuel 15:1–35 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Saul’s insincerity: Saul told Samuel that the best livestock were spared 
so they could later be sacrificed to God. Do you really think this is why 
Saul kept the best of livestock? Read Acts 5:1–11. Compare and contrast 
King Saul’s actions to that of Sapphira and Ananias. 
 
Devote all of the Amalekites to destruction: It is very difficult for people 
to understand why God would order the killing of women and children. 
The reason for this was to rid that portion of land from the sinful influ-
ences of the Amalekites. Why do you think God ordered Saul to do this? 
Think about a time in your life when God or a loved one may have asked 
you take a course of action that you did not want to abide by. 
 
In verse 10 God states that he regrets that he made Saul king because 
Saul did not perform God’s commandments and turned back from fol-
lowing God. How does this compare to how God treats us when we sin, 
show true repentance, and ask his forgiveness? 
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Day 4 
June 4 

 

 
    Pray | Give thanks to God for always having a plan of redemption 

for all who choose to obey him. 
 
Saul has already been rejected by God and will not be able to pass his 
royal heritage on to his offspring. Today you will be reading about the 
anointing of David for future kingship. This is a major event in the re-
demptive history for Israel and for the rest of the world. 
 
God gave the command to Samuel to anoint Jesse’s son David. David 
was not one of the oldest, strongest, or biggest of Jesse’s sons. However, 
David was not chosen because of his physical attributes. Verse 7 explains 
that God told Samuel that He does not look on outward appearance but 
on the heart. God often chooses unlikely individuals to fulfill his plans of 
redemption. David is no exception. Verse 13 tells us, “And the Spirit of 
the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward.” 
 

 

Read |1 Samuel 16:1–13 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Can you think of any other unlikely individuals from the Bible whom 
God chose to fulfill missions in his redemptive plans? For a few exam-
ples, consider Exodus 4:10 (Moses chosen to lead the Israelites despite 
his own self-doubt), Joshua 6:25 (Rahab, a prostitute), and Acts 9:13–16 
(Saul/Paul chosen to preach and spread Christ’s gospel, even though he 
had been aggressively persecuting Christ’s followers). 
 
Notice that Jesse and his sons resided in Bethlehem. It is also important 
to note that Jesse and his sons were descendants of Judah. Read Genesis 
49:8–10 for some clues on Judah’s significance. By choosing David as 
the next king, God is fulfilling many promises that will lead all the way 
to Jesus. Jesse had several sons that could have been chosen in order for 
God to fulfill his promises. Why do you think David was chosen? 
 
As humans we sometimes naturally favor individuals based on outward 
appearances, great first impressions, or striking personalities. Can you 
think of a time in your life (home, workplace, school, church, and so 
forth) when this mindset has proven to have negative consequences? 
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Day 5 
June 5 

 

 
    Pray | Praise God for his patience and plan of salvation. 

 
In today’s study, God shows harsh judgment and patience simultaneous-
ly. God keeps his promise to Israel to let Saul remain king (God always 
keeps his promises), but he has David waiting in the wings. God shows 
judgment on Saul by sending a harmful spirit to torment Saul for the rest 
of his life. God also provided times of relief to Saul by providing David 
to soothe him with music from time to time. 
 
It is ironic that the very person that God had anointed to succeed Saul for 
kingship, David, is the very person Saul chooses to soothe him with mu-
sic and to be his armor bearer. During a difficult life challenge, time of 
depression, or anxiety, relief can come from many sources. Many Chris-
tians have come to faith during a difficult time in their lives. If this is 
currently true of you, and you do not yet know Christ, maybe now would 
be a good time to begin exploring what a relationship with Christ means 
for you and to begin relying on God’s Word, the Bible. 
 

 

Read | 1 Samuel 16:14–23 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Can you think of any other instances of God showing harsh judgment in 
the Bible? If you are unsure, here are two examples to start with: Exodus 
12:29 (the death of all firstborn in Egypt) and Revelation 20:15 (the fate 
of those not named in the Book of Life). 
 
Are there any portions of Scripture that you reflect on during difficult 
times in your life or at times when you may have disobeyed God? What 
passages are they? 
 
Saul chose David to be his armor bearer. This was an extremely im-
portant position to put someone in. It required great trust and deep per-
sonal relationship. Consider the fact that Saul did not know that David 
had been anointed to succeed him. Is this coincidence or God exercising 
his will?  Explain your answer. 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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