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Day 1 
July 20 

 
Pray | As you open today, thank God that he keeps all his promises. Ask 
him for the patience to wait and see his promises come true in your life. 

 
Finally! God’s promises to David are coming true. David is now king of 
Israel. He lives in a house, not in a cave, foreign country, or on the road 
with an army of his own countrymen chasing him. In this moment, both 
he and Israel are at peace with their enemies. 
 
If ever there were someone in the Bible made to be a Hollywood super-
star and tabloid cover personality, it would have been David. Everyone 
loved him. (Okay, almost everyone.) Ponder for a moment the experi-
ences he’s endured: rising from a forgotten, sheep-herding, youngest son 
to the first nondynastic king of an up-and-coming regional powerhouse 
nation. There is only one small problem with David’s popularity: he 
keeps making it sound like it wasn’t him, but that it was God who did it 
all for him. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 7:1–29 
 
 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Picture David and Nathan in casual conversation. David starts explain-
ing, and Nathan gives blessing to the endeavor, only to have to change 
what he indicated after his dream from God. What dangers are there in 
seeking godly counsel without necessarily seeking God’s counsel too? 
 
God reminds David, through Nathan, what he has done and will continue 
to do. It is easy to confuse what we think we are doing for God with what 
God is really doing for us. Reflect on the passage, and reflect on what 
God is doing in your life versus what you are trying to do for him. 
 
Imagine David’s prayer at the end of 2 Samuel 7 as a celebrity TV inter-
view: “David, please share a little about how you got to be the person 
you are today.” 
 “Well, I really don’t understand it all, but God, . . . but God, . . .  
but God. . . .” 
 Can you pray a dangerous prayer like David’s, removing your-
self as the reason for the blessing and letting God do what he does best, 
blessing you according to his grace? 
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Day 2 
July 21 

 
    Pray | Lord God, giver of life, skills, and desires, I need to remember 

that it’s all a gift from you. My accomplishments are nothing when 
compared to your love and provision. 

 
This chapter seems opposite from yesterday’s reading of the recounting 
of God’s promises and David’s heartfelt acknowledgement that it all was 
really only God’s doing. History plus time, and a broader perspective 
than merely being caught up in the middle of events as they happened, is 
beneficial. With age should come wisdom. God has repeatedly shown 
David grace, protection, and forgiveness, and reaffirmed his promises to 
him. With the whole of the Bible available to us, it becomes clear that 
God, through David’s descendant Jesus Christ, offers us all salvation in 
the King who will rule forever. Before looking at today’s questions, pon-
der your own lifetime of “accomplishments,” and think hard about 
whether they were really yours or merely God’s ongoing provision for 
you. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 8:1–14 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
The text lists a partial summary of David’s accomplishments. Based on 
prior descriptions about David in 1 and 2 Samuel, it would be easy to 
think he was simply an awesome warrior king who was unstoppable. 
Chapter 8 starts with “After this. . . .” How does this introduction set the 
tone for what follows? 
 
The writer indicates who gave David victory, what he did with the spoils 
of war, and how he rules God’s people. What does a person’s choices 
regarding what to do with his or her wealth and power say about that in-
dividual’s priorities? (See verses 6, 11, 14–15.) 
 
Verse 13 talks about David making a name for himself. What is God’s 
purpose in allowing David, Solomon, and even you and I to make a name 
for ourselves? 
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Day 3 
July 22 

 
    Pray | Lord God, I want to learn from David, to be consistent in 
acknowledging and seeking you both in times of need and in plenty. 

Remind me to thank you in all situations. Amen. 
 

The Christian band Tourniquet captures the human condition perfectly. 
Their lyrics for “White Knucklin’ the Rosary” are at; 
http://tourniquet.bandcamp.com/album/crawl-to-china  
The song is a reminder that people tend to look to God only when they 
need his help and then forget him when they don’t. If you don’t believe 
it, just read your Bible. It’s there too, in the black and red lettered words. 
 
Think about how David (and we) can be people after God’s own heart. 
Look at the sinful things David did. What about the things you do? Da-
vid’s life is shared in the Scriptures through others’ words about him, as 
well as his own in the Psalms. We see that David continually puts God in 
his proper place, consistently seeking him in all situations, even when 
God’s pronounced judgments are poured out for David’s actions. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 9:1–13 
 

 

 

http://tourniquet.bandcamp.com/album/crawl-to-china


 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Most likely Ziba expected a reward for giving up Jonathan’s son. 
Mephibosheth probably expected that his life, like his hiding place, soon 
would be gone. Read Matthew 18:23–35. Are you living more like the 
forgiven yet unforgiving servant, or are you living more like David, ac-
cepting God’s grace and passing it along to others? 
 
This passage has tension and expectations for what will happen. Kings 
liquidate heirs of their predecessors! The king is asking about survivors 
from Jonathan’s family (Saul’s heirs) to “keep his promise to Jonathan,” 
and Ziba gives up Mephibosheth! Every one of us is living on borrowed 
time, waiting to be called before the King, expecting judgment and yet 
receiving grace. David’s actions do not come from his own greatness but 
from an understanding of God and a reflection of his perfect kingdom yet 
to come. Does your own understanding of God allow you to move be-
yond the expected response to situations and instead reflect God in your 
actions? 
 
We’ve spent all this time studying about Samuel, Saul, and David. Yet 
really they are only the delivery method God uses to tell us not their sto-
ries, but his story. How does David represent God’s salvation, and how 
does Mephibosheth’s condition represent our own?  
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Day 4 
July 23 

 

 
    Pray | Father God, as I read the Bible and the stories and psalms of 
David, help me not to see David but your hand at work in his life. I pray 

that I see your hand in my life as well. Amen. 
 

God, in his wisdom, not only has allowed us a lengthy look at David’s 
life from the outside, but also has allowed a look into his very thought 
processes and responses by giving us the Psalms that he wrote while go-
ing through the very events we have been reading about. 
 
Oftentimes David is a big-picture thinker, as reflected by his Psalms and 
his actions. However, in spite of his circumstances, some things are im-
movable for David, and God in his proper place is one of those things. 
His son Solomon also shares similar wisdom in Psalm 127. 
 

 

Read | Psalms 1, 2, and 127 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
What is the path to blessing and prospering that the psalmist lays out in 
both Psalms 1 and 2, and what is the essential component? 
 
Psalm 2 is a commentary on the way things are both from our viewpoint 
as well as how it really is, as seen through God’s eyes. Verse 4 is reflec-
tive of what God thinks of our plotting and scheming. Verses 11 and 12 
have some instructions for living. How does serving the Lord and taking 
refuge in him protect us from plotting in vain? 
 
Psalm 127 is attributed to David’s son Solomon, who was known for his 
great wisdom. Notice the similar placement of God in his proper place 
(first) and that blessing is a result of none other than God and occurs af-
ter God is given his proper place. Repetition often denotes importance, 
especially in the Scriptures. The passage starts with two “unless the 
Lord” passages. What are some other “unless the Lord _______” (fill in 
the blank) examples from your life? 
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Day 5 
July 24 

 

 
    Pray | Lord, you alone are the beginning, the end, and everything in 
between. Thank you for pursuing me relentlessly and offering your grace 

and love to me. Amen. 
 
Not only is “the earth . . . full of the steadfast love of the Lord,” but 
Psalm 33 is full of references to the Lord: he, his, him, and so forth. 
Once again, the experiences of his own life are being reflected in the 
psalmist’s words. Throughout all the good, bad, and even excruciating 
tests of his patience that we’ve read about in 1 and 2 Samuel, David has 
seen that God alone is behind it all. Furthermore, it is only God that is 
David’s strength and deliverance. This realization then drives David’s 
(and should drive our own) response to the Lord. There are certainly col-
lective (national) and individual applications that can be taken from these 
Psalms. There also can be no doubt about what the foundation for those 
responses is to be. 
 

 

Read | Psalm 33 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
The psalmist calls us to shout for joy in the Lord and give thanks to him 
with music because of which characteristics of God? 
 
Although not specifically noted, David usually is assumed to have been 
the author of this psalm. In light of who David was and his military ac-
complishments, look specifically at Psalm 33:16–17. Most likely, it isn’t 
what you would expect from a man who could easily reflect on his 
lengthy and successful military career and buy into the fact that he is all 
that. Why is it important for us to recognize that only God can offer us 
salvation? 
 
What exactly is it that you are putting your faith in, and in light of Da-
vid’s life and this psalm, are you on the right track? If you are unsure, 
take the time to speak with your small group leader, a trusted Christian 
friend, or pastor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
 

11 



  


