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Day 1 
August 3 

 
    Pray | Thank God for being with you always. 
 
Second Samuel 13–15 shows David’s family going from bad to worse. 
We’ll read about rape, incest, murder, and an attempt to take over the 
kingdom. Sounds like a great, uplifting passage of Scripture, right? 
Should all follow the example of David and his family? Definitely not. 
 
The passage is not just a biblical pilot for The Jerry Springer Show. 
God’s hand can be seen throughout, even in the very bad things that hap-
pen. In fact, God told David that his own house would bring him down 
due to his actions in 2 Samuel 10–12. This may not be the easiest pas-
sage to read, but there is a lot to learn from it.  
 
Today’s passage probably will be the hardest to get through due to the 
sheer evil that is prevalent. There are things to learn from it, though, so 
press on. 

 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 13:1–22 
 
 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
What Amnon did was wrong, but he acted on his feelings of love and 
hate for Tamar. Absalom, on the other hand, stopped speaking to Amnon 
because he hated him. How can you funnel your emotions into produc-
tive rather than destructive action like that of Amnon and Absalom? 
 
After Amnon had his way with Tamar, he hated her and locked her out of 
his house. When we do something that we know is wrong, our reaction 
can be anger, often directed at others. Do you see this pattern in your 
life? If so, what can you do to break it? 
 
Reading about David’s hearing these things and becoming angry but not 
taking action (verse 21) may remind you of the song “Do Something” by 
Matthew West. The gist of the song is that God created us to deal with all 
of the hunger and injustice in the world. Reflect on things that don't sit 
well with you or make you angry or uncomfortable. Is there anything you 
can do to make the situation right or better? 
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Day 2 
August 4 

 
    Pray | Thank God for keeping his promises. 

 
The second part of 2 Samuel 13 shows how Absalom, Tamar’s brother, 
takes action against Amnon for what he did to Tamar. His actions were 
not of passion. They were thought out and required planning and help 
from others and also the permissive nature of David’s parenting. 
 
The fulfillment of God’s promise to David in 2 Samuel 12:10–12 is 
clearly seen in this passage. Unlike David, God is a God and Father of 
mercy and justice. He has compassion for us and wants to grant for-
giveness, but there are some things that require discipline. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 13:23–39 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
David may not have taken Amnon and Absalom to task because of his 
history with Bathsheba and Uriah (see 2 Samuel 11–12). Romans 3:23 
says we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Does that 
mean we should have no standards and not hold anyone accountable for 
their actions and poor decisions? 
 
Looking back at 2 Samuel 13, we see passion without love in Amnon, 
wisdom without principle in Jonadab, anger without justice in David, and 
hatred without restraint in Absalom. Consider these word pairings and 
the damage that can be done when someone has and cultivates one with-
out the other. 
 
It may seem that God is absent in this passage, but he is at work fulfilling 
his word to David in 2 Samuel 12:10–11 to raise up evil against him 
from his own house. Think about a time when has God kept his promise 
to you. 
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Day 3 
August 5 

 
    Pray | Ask God to give our leaders wisdom. 

 
Consider the importance of wisdom as you complete today’s lesson. 
 
The first part of 2 Samuel 14 shows David being manipulated by his 
nephew and a “wise” woman. The strange thing is that David knows 
what is happening and goes along with it anyway. 
 
We all have times when we make bad decisions, and hindsight is 20/20. 
But you have to wonder what was going through David’s mind as you 
read this passage. Perhaps David’s decisions were orchestrated by God 
and are further proof of God’s keeping his promise to bring David’s 
house down. Keep reading and decide for yourself. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 14:1–24 
 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Consider the following question from commentator Dale Ralph Davis: 
“In this chapter David reacts rather than rules; he does not reign but con-
sents (v. 21); he appears decisive (v. 24) but caves in (v. 33). Is this wis-
dom?”1 
 
David let the woman of Tekoa manipulate him into being led by his feel-
ings rather than his conscience. We typically allow ourselves to fall into 
this trap with little or no manipulation from outsiders. Reflect on a time 
when you let your feelings overrule your conscience and the result. 
 
Nathan speaks to David in 2 Samuel 12:10–12 in what may seem to be 
the same way that the woman of Tekoa speaks to him in today’s passage. 
Compare the differences between the two situations and who demon-
strated true wisdom. 
 

1. Dale Ralph Davis, Second Samuel: Out of Every Adversity (Fearn, Scotland: Christian 
Focus Publications, 1999), 180. 
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Day 4 
August 6 

 

 
    Pray | Ask God to work in your heart. 

 
Consider the words of 1 Samuel 16:7: “For the Lord sees not as man 
sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.” 
 
In today’s passage we will hear all about how handsome Absalom is. 
We’ll see how he greets and flatters his father’s constituents. What we 
aren’t told about, at least directly, is his character. 
  
You will find that this isn’t a coincidence. Based on Absalom’s actions in 
the passage we’ll read today and what we studied earlier in the week, he 
is not a man of strong character or wisdom. Absalom is never said to be a 
man after God’s heart as his father was. 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 14:25–15:12 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
The description of Absalom in 2 Samuel 25–27 is markedly superficial 
and based almost solely on his appearance rather than his character. This 
mirrors the description of Saul in 
1 Samuel 9:2. How do people describe you, and does their description 
match what you want it to be? 
 
Absalom embodies pride and arrogance in this passage, from the descrip-
tion of him at the beginning of the passage to setting Joab’s field on fire 
for his lack of response to the ultimatum he sets before his father, the 
king. His actions show what is in his heart. What does your behavior, 
both public and private, say about your heart? 
 
The balance between mercy and justice can be tricky for parents. David 
seems to be solidly set on the side of mercy when dealing with his chil-
dren. and we see the disastrous results on 2 Samuel 13–15. Think about 
your parenting and whether it tends too much toward mercy or justice. 
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Day 5 
August 7 

 

 
    Pray | Ask God to help you reach out to him in times of trouble. 

 
David was a man after God’s heart and a true leader, as is evident in to-
day’s passage. 
 
We find David leaving the city where he ruled because his son is taking 
over the kingdom. If that weren’t enough, he learns that one of his most 
trusted advisors is now working with his scheming, murdering son. No 
doubt it would have been tempting for David to give up or at least go sit 
in a corner and cry. 
 
Instead, David takes his men and leaves the city. He gives a recent fol-
lower the opportunity to go back and keep his men and family from 
harm. He chooses to submit to God rather than using him. Most im-
portantly, he goes to God in prayer in his time of need. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 15:13–37 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Ittai had a chance to remain in Jerusalem with King Absalom rather than 
wander with David. He chose to stand with David during this trying time, 
potentially risking the lives of his men and their children. This was a gift 
of support from God to David. Contemplate the gifts God has given you: 
friends and family who will stand with you through anything. 
 
David made an interesting choice in verses 25 and 26 to send the ark of 
God back to the city and go forward without it, stating that God would 
let him see it again if David found favor with him. As Dale Ralph Davis 
said of David’s thinking, "I must not use God (the ark) but submit to 
him, and he will do as he pleases."2 What can you learn from David's 
treatment of the ark and his trust in God's judgment? 
 
In verse 30 we see David weeping over his current situation. He is then 
told that one of his most trusted advisors was conspiring with Absalom, 
and his instinct is to pray. What is your first response in times of trouble? 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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2. Dale Ralph Davis, Second Samuel: Out of Every Adversity (Fearn, Scotland: Christian 
Focus Publications, 1999), 194. 
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