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Day 1 
July 6 

 
    Pray | Ask God to give you a genuine desire to always seek after and 

live out truth. 
 
(Before reading today’s passage, look back at a passage from last week’s 
study, 1 Samuel 31:1–6.) 
 
Lying for personal gain doesn’t pay. 
 
An Amalekite running from battle definitely learns this lesson with im-
mediate consequences for the deception he passes on to David. Arriving 
from battle with torn clothes and dirt on his head, he has the appearance 
of mourning over the tragic state of Israel and the death of her king, but 
the differences between his account and the narrator’s in 1 Samuel 31 
make it apparent to readers that his intentions are less than honorable, 
and his appearance of grief is a cover to attempt to gain David’s favor. 
David’s reaction at the news that the man who has been seeking his life 
for years has now died might not be exactly what the Amalekite antici-
pates. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 1:1–16 
 
 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
We can infer from the narrator’s account of Saul’s death in 1 Samuel 31 
that the Amalekite is lying to David in order to gain favor or possibly a 
political position with David. When have you been tempted to lie for 
personal gain? 
 
David said to the Amalekite, “How is it you were not afraid to put out 
your hand to destroy the Lord’s anointed?” (2 Samuel 2:14). The Ama-
lekite was “the son of a sojourner” (verse 13) and therefore presumably 
had lived in Israel for some time; he would have known of God and his 
commandments, but he clearly didn’t have a godly fear of him. How can 
developing a healthy fear of the Lord in your own life affect the way you 
live and the choices you make? 
 
The reaction of David was immensely different from what the Amalekite 
expected. Although Saul threatened David’s life and made it very diffi-
cult, David still recognizes him as “the Lord’s anointed” (verse 16) and 
greatly mourns his death. David had more than one chance to kill Saul 
(see 1 Samuel 24 and 26) but did not. When those who oppose you and 
make your life difficult suffer great loss or failure, how do you respond, 
and why? 
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Day 2 
July 7 

 
    Pray | Ask God to give you a heart of compassion and understanding 

for those who are processing different stages of grief. 
 
Outwardly expressing grief is an important part of the healing process. 
 
David has just been informed that Saul—the king of Israel, his former 
employer, the father of his first wife, the man who has been trying to kill 
him—is now dead. Saul’s son and David’s closest and most beloved 
friend, Jonathan, has also died. That is a lot of emotional upheaval to sort 
through and process. David expresses his grief through a lament he 
commands all the people of Judah to learn. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 1:17–27 
 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Grief is a part of many of our pasts, but not all of us were taught, felt al-
lowed, or chose to process it deeply or on our own timelines. Dale Ralph 
Davis observes, “Sometimes in the church there is such an impatience 
with grief. . . . But the lament form of the Bible assumes that our grief is 
deep and ongoing, and it invites us to enter the discipline of expressing 
that grief.”1 The Bible provides lament as a clear example of one healthy 
way to help process grief. Is there grief in your life that writing about or 
verbalizing your emotions would help you to acknowledge or process? 
 
David’s lament invited the people of Israel to step into and share in his 
immense grief over Saul and Jonathan’s deaths. Who is grieving in your 
life, and how can you compassionately step into that place with them? 
 
One of the emphases of David’s lament is Jonathan’s faithfulness to both 
him and Saul. Although Jonathan was Saul’s rightful heir, he fully 
submitted to God’s will for David to be king instead (see1 Samuel 23:17). 
Even while supporting David’s future kingship, Jonathan stood by his 
father and fought to his death in battle under Saul’s direction. In what 
ways is God calling you to be faithful to his plan for your life, even 
though it may cause you to make personal sacrifices? 

1. Dale Ralph Davis, Second Samuel: Out of Every Adversity (Fearn, Scotland: Christian 
Focus Publications, 1999), 24–25. 
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Day 3 
July 8 

 
    Pray | Ask God to help you trust in his promises and truth, even in 
times when you feel as though you have been waiting for longer than you 
thought you would need to. 

 
Even if God’s promises are slower to be fulfilled than we might desire, 
that doesn’t mean they won’t happen. 
 
With Saul’s death and God clearly appointing David as the next king of 
Israel, it would be easy to assume life finally would be looking up for 
David, but it’s not quite the glorious beginning to a reign that one would 
hope for. Men’s hearts still rebel from God’s plans. 
 
Saul’s uncle and army commander, Abner, decides that instead of forfeit-
ing the rites of the throne to David, he will attempt to establish Ish-
bosheth, Saul’s only remaining son, as the new king of Israel. Future 
passages seem to imply, however, that Ish-bosheth is not much more 
than a political pawn for Abner and his own desire to rule in Israel. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 2:1–11 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
David would have to continue to wait many more years to see God’s 
promise of the kingship completely fulfilled. How have you responded 
when you have felt that God’s promises in your life are long overdue, 
and you’re still in the midst of hard work with few results? 
 
Abner refuses to give up the power he was given during Saul’s reign, and 
he moves to maintain and increase his power by directly disobeying 
God’s will and establishing Ish-bosheth as Israel’s new king. When we 
become Christ’s followers, we are called to subject ourselves to God’s 
will. Are there areas of your life that you know God is supposed to be in 
control of, but instead you are choosing to rebel and attempt to maintain 
personal control over? 
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Day 4 
July 9 

 

 
    Pray | Ask God to show what you can do for his kingdom. 
 
God uses imperfect people to further his kingdom and will not be 
stopped from accomplishing his purposes. 
 
Abner is one of those people. He knows God’s plans to place David as 
king (see 2 Samuel 3:9–10, 18) but chooses to work against it. Abner 
crosses the Jordan River from Ish-bosheth’s base camp in Mahanaim and 
travels with his men toward Hebron, then purposefully instigates a fight 
with David’s nephew and army commander, Joab, and his men as a pow-
er play against God’s chosen leader. 
 
David is also imperfect as God’s chosen leader. In Deuteronomy 17, God 
gives directions for the future kings of Israel, including that a king “shall 
not acquire many wives for himself” (verse 17). The culture of that era 
viewed more wives as more power; marriages were often used to solidify 
political alliances. It appears that David disobeyed God’s commands for 
kings to strengthen his position as king. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 2:12–3:21 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Joab shows mercy at the end of the battle and allows the remaining sur-
vivors to go home. When someone unfairly attacks you, do you respond 
by defending yourself to the point of “destroying” that person, or do you 
choose to show grace and compassion? 
 
Abner’s sudden change and willingness to align himself to God’s will 
has nothing to do with a humbling heart change and everything to do 
with anger at Ish-bosheth’s accusation and his strategy to further his own 
political agenda. Yet God still uses him to reunify Israel. What examples 
can you think of in history or currently where God has used people who 
don’t follow him in order to strengthen his kingdom? 
 
It seems that David disobeys God to strengthen himself politically. He 
didn’t need to because God can and does keep his promises without 
earthly interference. Are you ever tempted to use your own methods or 
means to bring something about rather than trust that the God who makes 
promises will be faithful to keep them? 
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Day 5 
July 10 

 

 
    Pray | Ask God to forgive you for times when you have allowed your 
pride or emotions to rule your actions instead of your desire to love God 

and point others to him. 
 
When we allow our anger or pride to overtake our thoughts and actions, 
we lose sight of the coming of God’s kingdom. 
 
Although Abner has ungodly motives, the covenant Abner agrees to with 
David provides an opportunity to create a peaceful reunification of God’s 
kingdom. Although the text doesn’t state as much, it is easy to assume 
that Abner hopes in the covenant he makes with David after abandoning 
Ish-bosheth that he will be given a substantial position of power—
possibly even Joab’s as army commander. 
 
Joab clearly hasn’t forgotten who killed his brother Asahel or the threat 
he most possibly sees to his career. The results don’t bode well for Ab-
ner. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 3:22–39 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Joab’s revenge killing is neither helpful for David in his quest to become 
king of all Israel nor legal according to God’s commands since Asahel 
was killed in battle and therefore should not be avenged. What kind of 
destruction do our actions have against God and his church when we 
choose to pursue personal disputes instead of seeking God’s justice and 
forgiveness? 
 
Abner’s death eliminates him as job competition for Joab. Dale Ralph 
Davis writes, “Joab seemed to subvert the kingdom by revenge; more 
likely it was out of fear that he would lose that place he coveted for him-
self.”2 In what areas of your life do you need to carefully watch yourself 
to make sure you keep God and his kingdom the priority instead of your-
self or your own desires for recognition or authority? 
 
 

2. Dale Ralph Davis, Second Samuel: Out of Every Adversity (Fearn, Scotland: Christian 
Focus Publications, 1999), 47. 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, Eng-
lish Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry 
of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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