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Day 1 
July 13 

 
    Pray | As you open today, thank God for His provision in good times 

and in bad. 
 
Faith in God requires trust to act in confidence, even when the outcome 
is not clear. 
 
During the time of David’s rule, Israel existed in a constant state of ten-
sion with its neighbors, particularly the Ammonites. When the leader of 
Ammon died, David did “the right thing” by sending condolences, but 
his actions were viewed with suspicion, and David’s men were sent back 
humiliated. This action by the Ammonites triggered a series of battles 
that ultimately made them servants of Israel. 
 
Buried within the brief account of the first battle is a shining example of 
faith and courage from David’s general, Joab. When faced by an enemy 
with superior numbers and position, Joab acts in confidence, knowing 
that he has a superior God on his side. As followers of Jesus Christ, we 
are regularly called to act courageously, even though the outcome is not 
known, confident in our all-powerful God. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 10 
 
 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
The early church was regularly challenged to act in courage in the face of 
the unknown, relying completely on the power of God and the Holy Spir-
it (see Acts 4:23–31). Looking back over the last two thousand years, 
what was the result of their courageous acts? Is the church of Jesus 
Christ in the United States acting courageously today? List some exam-
ples of courageous actions by the church, and some areas in which more 
courage is called for. Are you acting to make the church more coura-
geous? 
 
Is there a situation in your life where you feel led by God to act but are 
hesitating? Take a moment to honestly assess why you are not acting, 
and write down the reasons. How would access to the unlimited re-
sources of an all-powerful God change your thinking? Is that God real 
enough to you to impact your actions here on Earth? 
 
Psalm 2:1–3 raises a very relevant question: Why does the world always 
seem so inclined to reject God and strain to break free from the percep-
tion of slavery to God? Why do you think this is true? What message are 
we, as followers of Jesus Christ, called to deliver to reveal the truth? Are 
you living a life that reveals this truth to the world around you? 
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Day 2 
July 14 

 
    Pray | Tell God how much you love him. Praise him for never 

leaving your side. 
 
Self-indulgence is a sign of separation from God. It’s difficult to detect 
on your own, and it can have lasting implications. 
 
The war with Ammon continues, but where is the king of Israel?  He is 
lounging on his couch at home, with very little to do. David has indulged 
in a rest from war, which leads to another indulgence: having sex with 
another man’s wife. It’s scary how one simple decision to stay home 
from the war has such disastrous consequences for David. 
 
This story should be a huge wake-up call for all followers of Jesus 
Christ. If King David, “the man after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14) 
is susceptible, then we all are. Our guard constantly needs to be up as we 
honestly assess our decisions and actions in light of what God expects of 
us and what would further God’s kingdom—and not what would make 
us most comfortable. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 11 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
What thought process do you think ran through David’s mind, leading to 
the decision not to go off to war? How did he rationalize that decision?  
In our affluent society, the desire for physical comfort and security drives 
many decisions, including how we invest God’s gift of time and money. 
Reflect on your life and decision-making process. Are you choosing per-
sonal comfort and security over taking risks for God? 
 
Self-diagnosing self-indulgent behavior is a very difficult thing. It almost 
never happens until after the negative consequences reveal themselves. 
What actions can a follower of Jesus Christ take to proactively head off 
(minimize) self-indulgent behavior, maximizing his or her effectiveness 
for God’s kingdom? 
 
Self-indulgence is practically worshiped in our culture today. Nearly all 
advertising plays to our desire for more things, more comfort, and more 
status. Thinking about the life and message of Jesus Christ, how can you, 
as his follower, distinguish yourself in this area and be a shining light for 
Jesus in the world? 
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Day 3 
July 15 

 
    Pray | Ask God to speak to you through his Word, the Bible 
 
God’s grace is amazing. It’s smart, and it’s irresistible. 
 
God was notably absent from the story in 2 Samuel 11, except for the 
very last sentence: “But the thing that David did greatly displeased the 
Lord.” Thankfully, God is loving, patient, and true to his promises. It’s in 
these situations where God’s grace most clearly reveals itself. 
 
God’s plan of grace and redemption for David arrives in the form of Na-
than the prophet and a well-designed story. The story is so well chosen 
that it completely circumvents all the defense mechanisms David may 
have thrown up if Nathan had accused him of sin directly. Now that’s 
smart! It pulls David up short—the reality of what he’s done is crystal 
clear. He can’t do anything but confess and beg for mercy. God’s mercy 
and grace make reconciliation with his perfect nature possible. That’s 
what God wants most. If he is Lord of your life, grace and reconciliation 
will be irresistible. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 12:1-14 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
How would you define the grace of God? Give an example of how you 
have experienced God’s grace during your life. 
 
The story that Nathan brought to David was an ingenious example of 
God’s grace. We see God proactively intervening in David’s life, effec-
tively bringing his sin to light, and quickly setting him on a path to rec-
onciliation with God. How has God’s grace intervened in your life to 
reveal a hidden sin that was causing separation between you and God? 
 
Followers of Jesus Chris can count on God’s grace. How should this 
awareness and an understanding of God’s grace impact how we live our 
lives each day? (See 2 Corinthians 12:8–9.) Does an awareness of God’s 
grace impact your day-to-day living? If not, or not greatly, what steps 
can you take to make God’s grace more real and present in your life? 
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Day 4 
July 16 

 

 
    Pray | Thank God for sending Jesus, our Savior and High Priest, 

who provides us with a path directly to God. 
 
God’s grace does not imply God is unconcerned about sin, and grace 
does not eliminate all the consequences of sin. 
 
God’s amazing grace does not come in situations like David’s without 
significant pain as well. God is furious when his people reject him by 
sinning. Part of God’s grace includes his reminding us of this fury. In 
verses 7–9 David is reminded of this. His sin with Bathsheba and murder 
of her husband, Uriah, was a rejection of God. He has despised God. 
What a horribly convicting thing to hear.  
 
Through his death and resurrection, Jesus paid the ultimate price for our 
sin. However, there are still consequences for sin on Earth. God knows 
our hearts, and the consequences of our sin are intended to effect a last-
ing change in our lives, bringing our behavior back into alignment with 
God. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 12:7-23 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Reflect on a time in your life when God’s fury about your sin was appar-
ent, and the consequences of your sin brought you back to the cross of 
Jesus Christ, and God’s provision. 
 
Put yourself in Nathan’s shoes for a minute. Surely it would’ve been dif-
ficult to deliver this message to the king of Israel. Do you think God calls 
us as his followers to deliver messages of conviction like this to fellow 
believers today? How do you perceive your role in holding fellow be-
lievers accountable when you become aware of their sin? Take a look at 
Galatians 6:1–5; James 5:16; and Luke 6:37 for some biblical truths to 
guide your thinking here. 
 
What does the word despise mean? As followers of Jesus Christ, how are 
we despising God when we sin? 
 

9 



Day 5 
May 15 

 

 
    Pray | Thank God that he loves you unconditionally 

 
Our reaction to being confronted with our own sin is a good indicator of 
the state of our relationship with God. 
 
David’s reaction to the true purpose of Nathan’s story, and the reality of 
his sin, gives us insight into the state of David’s heart and his depend-
ence on God. Upon being reminded that there is no such thing as keeping 
a secret from God, David immediately confesses his sin—no excuses, no 
justification, just confession: “I have sinned against the Lord.” 
 
The immediate consequence of his sin is the sickness and eventual death 
of the son that was born to him through Bathsheba. Even here we see 
evidence of David as a man closely aligned with God. His single-minded 
devotion to fasting and prayer for the baby reflects that David knows that 
God is a God of grace and mercy and that God honors the prayers of his 
people. Ultimately David accepts the death of the child as God’s will and 
moves forward. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 12:14-31 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
King Saul and King David could not have reacted more differently to 
confrontation about their own sins. Contrast the story of Saul in 1 Samu-
el 15 with the story of David in today’s passage. What insight can you 
draw for your own life from this comparison? 
 
Think about a difficult time in your life when things were not going as 
you’d hoped. Where did you go for strength and assurance to handle the 
situation? Did you throw yourself on the mercy and grace of God, or did 
you try to solve things on your own, possibly even being angry with 
God? Reflect on what this indicates about your relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Is there a particular sin that you struggle to resist? In your mind, does the 
reality of God’s grace and forgiveness make it easier to continue to 
commit that sin because “God will always forgive you”? Reflect on 
Paul’s words in Romans 6 and then ask God to help you overcome this 
sin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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