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Day 1 
July 27 

 
    Pray | Ask God for understanding of his Word, the Bible. 

 
Today’s reading will focus on David’s reaction to the murder of one of 
Saul’s sons, Ish-bosheth, at the hands of Baanah and Rechab. David’s 
reaction to Baanah and Rechab is very much like when he was told of 
King Saul’s death in 2 Samuel 1:11–16. 
 
Baanah and Rechab expected praise from David regarding their murder 
of Ish-bosheth. One could almost compare their actions to that of a small 
child who writes, “I love you, Mommy” in permanent marker on the 
wall, or a small child who picks flowers out of the garden, thinking they 
were weeds. While the child thinks he did something pleasing, most par-
ents’ reactions would show otherwise. 
  
If one pays close attention to the characteristics of Baanah and Rechab 
(the positions they held, where they were from, and so forth), it will be-
come very apparent they had much more in mind than simply pleasing 
David as far as their expectations of praise and possible reward. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 4 
 
 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Notice in verse 8 how Baanah and Rechab explain their reasons for kill-
ing Ish-bosheth. They make sure to remind David that Ish-bosheth was 
Saul’s son, and they claimed this action was somehow part of God’s 
judgment on Saul’s offspring. Why do you think they phrased their ex-
planation like this? 
 
Baanah and Rechab probably thought they were speeding the process of 
kingship along for David by their actions, and they also probably thought 
that David would give them prominent positions in his kingdom. In verse 
9, David reminds the two murderers that God always has been his re-
deemer. In verse 11 he shows that he never will trust them because of 
how they went about killing Ish-bosheth. Why do you think David react-
ed the way he did? 
  
There may have been a time in your life when you have done a favor for 
someone and your intentions were not quite as pure as you made them 
out to be. Or, you may have had someone in your life do something for 
you when you knew their intentions or methods were not quite as pure as 
they claimed. Reflect on a time in your life when one of these situations 
occurred, the ensuing reactions of those involved, and how today’s read-
ing might compare to your situation. 
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Day 2 
July 28 

 
   Pray | Thank God for his promise of redemption through Jesus Christ. 
 
The first five verses of today’s reading can be confusing. One might 
wonder how many times David will be anointed king. David was anoint-
ed as king in private by the prophet Samuel in 1 Samuel 16:1–13, and 
then anointed as the king of the tribe of Judah in 2 Samuel 2:4. This time, 
David was anointed king over the entire nation of Israel. God solidified 
David’s kingship and gave Israel the true king they had longed for. This, 
the third anointing, also was a reward to David for his incredible amount 
of patience. It was several years between the time of David’s anointing 
by Samuel until he was officially anointed king over all of Israel. He 
could have conquered the kingship by force, but instead he waited for 
God’s timing and God’s will because God always keeps his promises. 
Verse 10 is critical to today’s reading. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 5:1-16 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
How can this account help you learn to trust that God is still at work, 
even when the circumstances are depressing and distressing? 
 
It took the rest of Israel seven years to finally anoint David as king over 
their entire nation. Why do think they chose this point in time to do so, 
and why did they choose David as opposed to other options they may 
have had? 
 
Reread verse 10. This verse is key, because even as accomplished as Da-
vid was, it should be impressed upon any reader that God’s presence 
with David was the reason for David’s kingship. God was with David, 
because God promised he would do so (read 1 Samuel 16:13). How 
might this compare to the God’s New Covenant and what is possible 
with the Holy Spirit? Read Acts 2:33 and Acts 4:23–30 for reference. 
 
Where is God most present in your life, and in what facets of your life 
have you not accepted God’s presence? Why? 
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Day 3 
July 29 

 
    Pray | Ask God to help you see him in the everyday details. 

 
By now, it should be extremely apparent that a major commonality of 
King David’s successes happened because he was patient and obedient 
toward God.   
 
Today’s reading includes yet another battle victory for David’s army, but 
there is more to the reading than just the battle and the victory. 
 
Verse 23 includes a very specific detail given by God to David about the 
way he should attack the Philistines. God could have simply told David 
to attack, but He added more to his instructions. This is because God is 
deeply concerned with even the smallest details that might seem insignif-
icant to us. God is with us even the mundane, common daily life events. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 5:17-25 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
One might wonder why God would care whether David’s army attacked 
from the rear or the front, from the balsam trees or opposite the balsam 
trees. Read Exodus 37:1–9 for a demonstration of how specific God’s 
instructions can be. In verse 23 of 2 Samuel 5, why do you think God 
was so specific with David, and what might have happened if David had 
deviated, even in the slightest, from God’s plan? 
 
In verse 24, God tells David to hold off the attack until the sound of 
marching is heard in the trees because David would know God went out 
before him to strike down the Philistines. Why do you think God had 
David wait for a signal? Does your answer come from any personal ex-
perience from your own challenges in life? 
 
There may be battles or challenges in your life in which God has gone 
out before you to clear the way. List any specific examples. What did 
God do to clear your path? 
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Day 4 
July 30 

 

 
    Pray | Ask God for clarity and understanding of his Word, the Bible. 
 
Taking a casual attitude toward God can have destructive consequences. 
Praying and worshiping God at only the convenient times is insincere. 
 
In today’s reading, God demonstrates harsh judgement on Uzzah for a 
seemingly innocent action. To the present-day Christian, the reaction by 
God can seem extreme, harsh, or irrational. The incident with Uzzah and 
the ark is an example of God using a bad situation to serve the greater 
good of his chosen nation. More specifically, God used this situation to 
give King David a reminder to not act casual toward God and God’s law. 
Note what David did with the ark after Uzzah was struck dead. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 6:1–15 
 

 
 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Why do you think God struck Uzzah dead? Consider Exodus 25:13–15 
and Numbers 4:15. 
 
David was partially to blame for Uzzah’s death. As the leader of the na-
tion, he should have made sure that the carrying of the ark was done ac-
cording to the law. After all, it was by far the most important item his 
men were carrying at this particular point in time. Surely the excitement 
and anticipation of being able to return the ark to its rightful place might 
have clouded their judgment. Has there ever been a time in your life 
when your judgment was clouded by excitement or anticipation? 
 
Verses 9–11 indicate that David realized his error and was repentant. 
David’s repentance seemed genuine. What does genuine repentance look 
like for you? 
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Day 5 
July 31 

 

 
    Pray | Thank God that he loves you unconditionally. 

 
When someone achieves a great victory, they might expect a welcoming 
and joyous attitude from their family members when they return home. 
David returned home after several weeks of trying to bring the ark to the 
capital city. This journey did not go without major tragedy (review yes-
terday’s reading). David’s patience and repentance paid off again, and he 
felt great joy and praised God in a very outward and public way. There 
could be several reasons for Michal’s disapproval of David’s half-
clothed, public dancing in front of the ark. 
 
The writer reminds us several times in today’s reading that Michal is 
Saul’s daughter. She could have felt some bitterness toward David be-
cause he was achieving things her father could not, and that David was 
boasting. Michal may have felt jealousy because she thought David was 
trying to seduce other women. She also may have felt embarrassment at 
the way he was worshipping and may have thought he was being insin-
cere. 
 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 6:16-23 
 

 

 



 

Reflect | Choose one of the following questions for reflection 
 
Read Psalm 145. It is clear that David takes great joy in singing God’s 
praises. David was a musical person. (Remember that one of David’s 
jobs was to play the lyre for King Saul; see 1 Samuel 16:23.) Many of 
David’s writings were meant to be put to music. A good argument could 
be made in the case of David’s dancing in front of ark that he was being 
sincere and genuine in his worship. Have you ever felt led to worship 
God in a joyful way (singing, raising your arms, dancing)? Why? 
 
What do you think worship might look like and sound like when in the 
presence of God’s glory in heaven? Read Revelation 19:1–4 for some 
ideas. 
 
The source of David’s joy in today’s reading was a direct result of God’s 
grace and forgiveness toward him. What might be a way to explain to-
day’s reading to someone who might be seeking a relationship with 
Christ? If you are seeking a relationship with Christ, is there anything 
from today’s reading you can glean that might help you cross the line of 
faith? 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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